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TO THAT QVESTI- 
ON, SO OFTEN AND SO 
INSYLTINGLY PROPOSED BY 


our Aduerſaries,asking vs; Where this 


our Religion vas before Lu- 
thers time ? 
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WORSHIPFYLL, 
Sir WaLTER|Sir CLEMENT 
ERLE, | COTTEREL, 
KNIGHTS: 


 Andtotheirvertuous Ladies,cuer- 
ſoundnefle of Faith, with the power 
peg” Religion and conſtancic, in 
both moſt heartie 
| wiſhed, 


Should maruell to ſee any once pro- 
eſing the truth ,to turne from the 


Worſhip and Religion of Chri#t, to 


Antichriſt but that 1 reade, that 
af 2 our firſt Parents beleened Satan be- 
| WW 2 foreGod that men loue darkeneſſe 

J-DIY  . morethen the lizht, and that for 
not louing the truth, and delighting in unrighteoaſneſſe, 
God gineth ſuch oner to beleene yes , that they may bee 


damned. Couldit elſe otherwiſe be, that ſomany in this ſo 


cleare light of Gods Goſpell, ſhould fall away ? What hane our 
#auerſaries now more 10 pleade for their ce, then heretofore 
ane had ? What can they now ſay, which is not alreadie 

A 3 fuly 


light vnto darkenes, from the true 


the ſuperſtition and idolatrie of 


The Epiſtle Dedicacorie. 


Ply unfore yon lerndmei't Th 
broker, new in regard of the writing and print, ; 
reaſons on? and the ſame #n oler written and printed baokes- 
this is in ſhew aputring of moreſtirtngth, 1 ors ae Yui 
nous building,but not in ſukſtance; yet thus they beguile the 
ſimple and wnſtable-mimded By many wayes they ſceke to de» 
ceine,and beewtl apep? ,bnt eſpecially by, accaſing out Relizi- 
on of falſhood and nouettie,and ron £ theirs to be the true 
and moſt ancient faith * 18 bot whibh hey ſpeake Very Une 
truly. For touching this their preſent Religion (as it differeth 
rom ours, and as it is Popery)itis but 4 new opſtart Religion, 
4 patcherie of 1aduiſme, Pagaritſmeand Hertfie ; a Religion 
deuiſed by men,aud wt; hautng Cod far the 1 duihor : How 
farreour Religion 1s from fal 00d and noueltie, I haue here 
tndeuoured to ſhew, an werene to that queſt, zon ſo often Proe 
pounded, Where it was "hy Be time ? 

If any of our Aduerſaries,or all of them together dare to go 
plainely to worke, ( for hitherto they. hant nt) and firſt ſet 
downe ours and _ S——y ben  farve we and 
they in exery thing ave agree, to cut off hertby allneedlefſe 
ftrife and tied Secondly, then tru eirrar | 
without equinocalltermes,todelintr rheer diſtin} different 

from vi;that ſoenery onemay rightly diſcern, w 


. * 


printings but the 


W> 


we d0 contend, and what indeed their now preſent Religion is, ? 


which we call Poperie,being ſeuered from our common agree- 


ment: Thirdly to brine theſe their differences tothe dur trial 


of Scriptares,the common principles of Chriſtianitie,and the 


ir«e writings of the ancient Fathers in the firſt Agesythen wil. 
it 6learely apprare 10 enery one of indifferent indgement whe- 


ther ours or theirs be thetruz Religion, and wither ours or 
theirs be the falſe Church, 3:0 UI 
In the meant ſpace, vidlthey proceede thus uprightly and 
ſmcerely,1 hope,no Proteſtant in earneſt, will:beernſ? 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


endcatched by their deceites. Let ſuch as in he plemiful 
 mreancs of knowledge wilfully line in 12n0r ance, or haxing 


knowledge, line lewdly without feare of God,lone of truth,and 
of Religion,be the prey for craftie Foxes : for theſe bee 


the fitteſt ſubietts for them to worke wpon ; and theſe only pre- 


they with, veceining a iuſt puntſhment for their contempt 
of ſaving knowledge,or for their conſcienceleſſe lining ,contra- 


7 to their knowledge. For there is noman of right under. 


anding,and that makes conſcience of his wayes, lowing the 
truth walking humbly before his God, being acquainted with 
Gods WWord,and praying for Gods direttion, that God either 
will giue oxer, or that cawin reaſon ſubmit vuts this falſe An. 


 tichriſtian Church, if hee doe but ſeriouſly conſider of ſuch 
| things, as willworke, if not an abſolute condemnation, yet 4 


moſt inſt ſuſpition of her to be naught, as firſt,the wilifying of 


holy Scraptures, locking them þ from the common people, 4s 


if Gods Word were infettious. Secondly, her thruſting vpon 2 
the her ftigned traditions ,al beſides,and many of them 
aranſt Scriptare.'Thirdly,the abſurd aud qeads or war" yu ; 
of their Latine Seruice, which the people vnaerſiand not. 
Fourthly, their zdolatrous praying to Saints , worſhipping. - 
ftockes and flones, and reliques of the dead. Fifibly, their. -- 
groſſe conceite of Chriſts corporall preſence in the Sacrament. 
Sixthly the feigned miracles,and notable coozenages therein,. 
found ont here,and in other Countries, the boaſting of them 
4 farre off, but n0t able to worke the like among v5.Seuenthly, 7 
the ſhameles and groſſe belying of our dotirixe, and ſlandring 
the lines of our learned men, as Lurther,Caluin, Beza, and 


others. Eighthly,the cyting,in 5 bp63/40'6 Religion,C0uns "2 


terfeite CAnthors, ſo knowne tp be,and ſo condemned to be by 


the learned on their owne fide. Ninthly, the not permitting 9 
reely our bookes axzong them, as wee doe theirs among vs, 


Tenthly;the tying of the people 10 the Prieſts lippes, and not *- 


permitiing 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie., 
permitting then to trie their dotirine, as we dee, The vniaſt 
courſes ,cſembling pratlices,and mercileſſe crueliies vſed to 
wphol4 their Religion, ſmearing andforſwearing, byequizo\ 
cations,mentall reſernations, and Popes diſpenſations, maſſa 
| 2 eres,and powder-plots, aud bloodie perſecutions, T welfibly, 
T he anoyding of a free generall Conncell, toheareand deter. 
wine our a Who is he that ſhall confider of 16 
things with indgement,but will ſuſpect this Romifh Church to 
be none of Chriſts Church, brat he adae hereto theconſs.. 
aeration of the differences betweene the wiſedome below (by 
which that ſeate 1s guided) which is earthly, natarall, ſenſu: 
all, & denihliſh,and the Wiſdom from aboue(by which Chriſts 
Church is guided) which is pure, peateable; gentle,” eaſie id 
be intreated, fill of mercy,and govd (uit wiehpi partiality, 
and without hypocriſie,as Sutnt Tames writeth' tf 1 
1 doubt not but that you haue already confidered of 1 
premi(ſes,and that you ave reſolued, that this xs thetrue Relt- 
g10n,and the good way, wherein you walke, -enen the ancient, 
Catholike and \Apoſtolike veritie,grounded pon Scripture, 
and the principles of Chriſtianitiegaught bythe holy Fathers 
and Doctors of the Church, and confirmed by the blood of 
bleſſed Martyrs.” My deſore is, thut Goa wonld continue. 
your loue, with encreaſe of zeale towardsthe ſame more aud. 
1070, To this purpoſe aretheſe my endenours,which 1preſent 
unto you, praying your fanourabile acceptance -of my good 
meaniar, and heartie wel-wiſhes,” and worthiereſpett wnts. 


4% 


your ſelues, and to-all that wiſhwell to Sion, and pray for the 4 S 
peace of Ieruſalem : God letthem and you with yours,to proſ- 
per,which lone #ts Amen: OI NINO OI 


_ . Your Worſhipsin all-Chriftian . 


ſeruices to be commanded, - - 
CT 1] XA _ L449 AN vv \ 


8:urcombe,Sept.269 + © 11 Rebar Bornwd, | 


"dl 


| SE 2 
JEAN IG. 
Luther : 


Or 
' TO THAT QVESTION SO 
otten,and ſo inſultingly propoſed by 
our Aducrfaries, asking vs, Where 
thu our Religion was, before 
Luthers time ? 


Pre Tx T is2'common eaves and of=- 
ten propounded by Papifts in an 

inſulting maner ouer ys, Where 
| our Religion was before Lu- 
RI there time? As though we could 
not an{wer tothe-demand, nor 
Z, 2 Ya fetch our Religion from any 
ED AI CZ more ancient, or better Author : 
ZH > © bur they are deceiued in both. 

And that I maynort be redious in prefacing,l anſwer: 
I. It was,and is wrieten, and contained in the holy Scrip=- 
tures,the Canonicall Bookes of the old and new Tettamenr. 
II. Theſame hath been,and is written in the hearts of 
Gods people;luch as the Lordfrom time to time effetual- 
ly hath called, according to cucry mans meaſure, as they 
haue been taughc ir,and learned it our of thoſe books of ho. 
ly Scripture. For this muſt we know, that no other doctrine 
of ChriftianRehigion was, or is written in mens hearts, by 


Gods Spirit; then-that which the ſarve Spirit inſpired the - 


B Pen-men 
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4 Looke beyond T,v THE x. 


Pen-men of the Scriptures to write in thoſe Bookes, The . 
nec:{larie truths of doGtrine therein contained (as God had 

| promiſed) hath he wrirten in the hearts of his people, Jer.. 

1 21.3334+ 2.(#7-3-3- Andtorrheſe ends, thatthey mighc \ 
know God, and know him to be their God, and they his 
people, /er. 31. 33-24- that they might make profeſſion 
thereof, and obeatently fer themielues to the praftice of 

that his bleſſed will, Ezech.11.19,20. & 36.26,27. 

L111. Thatit was alſo written in learned mens labours, 
2precing with thoſe holy Bookes, as chey found the truth 
therein, tavght vnto them by the Prophets and Apoſtles. 
$o as the doctrine of our Religion isno other, then that 
which the Scriptures doe teach, the Church and true Peo- 
ple of God haue beleeued,and profeſſed; nor no other then- 
that, which is to be found in che writings of y holy ancient 
Fathers,and of learned men, before euer Luther was borne, 

That our Religion was thus before Zxthers time, I proue 
by theſe enſuing reaſons, 


I. Argument. 
From holy Scriptures, wherein our Religion is 
written and taught in cuery point; 


Hat Religion which 12 19 all and euerie point thereof wwit- 
ren, audpreſcribedin holy Scriptmres,the ( anonicall bookes 
\ | of the old and new Teſtament, was before Luthers time.For the 
| Scriptures were Written many hundred yeeres, before L#- 
ther was in beeing, and the Pen-menthereofhad a care to- 


practiſe the ſame, _ 
But this our preſent: Religion 1nall and enerie point thereof 
| F (herein we differ from onr Adnerſaries) is written and pres 
b | 'feribed inthe holy Scriptures, the Canomcall booker of the ola 


and new Teſtament : as is in every particularpointprooued 
exaQly by thoſe of our fide. fx 
And therefore was it before Luthers time, The MinorT: 
Ihvs prooue. iboats 5h 
i, By thepublike Records of our Church here ac home, , 
2$. 
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' Looke beyond Lv THE Re '37 
as the publike authorized Catechiſme, ſhorter and larger, 


by the booke of Homilies,by the booke of Articles,and our 


booke of Common-prayer. Out of which (wherein ſo- 
euer we differ fromour Aduerſaries) nothing is found be- 
ſides,as wanting warrant of Scripture, much lefle. any thing 
contrarie thereunto, but euery thing grounded ypon,and 
fully agreeing with the ſame. 

 1I. By Gods Spirit, the Author of the Scriptures, which 
doth ale our Religion in the hearts of the people, 
through the reading and interpreting thereof, which the 
Spirit of God wouldnot doe,ifour Religion were nor thar, 
which the Scriptures teach, For would the Author of the 
one,approue ot che other,if they were not both one ? If hee 


ſhould further a Religion, contrarie to the Scripture, hee 


ſhould be contrarieto himſelfe,allowing and making good 
that in mens heacts by inward operation, which he hath dif- 
allowed by the Scriptures, which are of his diuine inſpirati- 
on, It is cuident to all that are read inthe Scriptures, that 
they condemne all Heatheniſh,all Hererical,and Idolatrous 
Religion ; hkewiſe,all will-worſhip,all vaine inuentions of 
 men,the ſcrumg of God by humane traditions, by the pre- 
cepts and dorines of men : fo as if our Religion were any 
ſuch,Gods Spiric would not grace it, nor ſo knit mens harts 
ynto ir,nor ſo effcually worke by itin mens conſciences, 
nor ſo perſwade vnto it,as he daily doth by the Scriptures. 
If they ſhall denie,thatGods Spirit doth any ſuch thing, 
as we {uppoſe; I would faine know of them, what other 
ſpirit it poſſibly may be, that doth ſoleade mentoefteeme 
7 wuch the Scriptures, doth excite men to the ſtudie of 
cthem,and to makethem the onely rule of doArine,and life, 
to heare, bcleeue,reſt and delight inthem,and foto worſhip 
Godonely,as herein he requireth to be worſhipped, and ro 
reieCt whatſoeuer is not warranted by them, in every neceſ(- 
_ fariepoint of faich ? And that onely-ypon this perſwafion, 
that the Scriptures are Gods Word, that they arc endited by 
his Spirit,and wricten by his holy Prophets and Apoſtles #If 
this be nor the Spirit of God, which-doth thus magyifte che 
B 2 holy 


4 Looke beyond I, var 9x x. 
holy Scriptures intheliearr of _ ſornd Chriſtian, whae 
ſpiric then is ir? Certainely it muſt bre either the Spirit of 
God,or of Man, or of the Deuill. But neither of thele two 
| latter,therefore the former, Et 
]: Ir is not the ſpirit: of man that can, and doth thus: 
worke : for firſt, the ſpirit ofman perceivech northe things. 
1:Cor.2.11. of God,till Gods Spirit acquaint him with them. Second. 
RN 1.Cor.2.14. ly,they be fooliſhnefle vnro him. Thirdly, his wiſdome is 
7. enmitie with God,ſo as Gods wiſdome in divinemykeries, 
Verle 5. and mans wiſdome can neuer agree inone. Fourthly, the 
fpirit of man ſauoureth the rhings of the fleſh, and not of 
the Spirit of God. Fifchly,his heart is continually evil,cill he 
beregenerate. Sixthly andIaftly, itis euidentlyknowne by. 
too much miſerable experience, that man louerth not the tu« 
die of the Scriptures, he cannot eelight in them, hee cannor- 
away to frame his life after them ;-euery one that hath: any 
ſparke of divine knowledge, knowerh this to beeerue+from 
his owne-naturall corruption, betty in himſelfe and others = 
alſo. Now can any reafonable-minded man thioke, that 
ſuch an auerſe ſpirit as is in man, ſodiſaffeRing the holy 
Scriptures,and the ſtudie thereof, that it can be that Spirir 
which perſwadeth and draweth men, contrary toit corrupr. 
ſelfe,to embrace that Religion which is grounded vpon the 
Scriptures,and to prefſe tothe obedience thereof? Yea, can 
it bee mans ſpirit, that worketh loue to ſucha Religion, - 
| which ſo oppoſerch mans corruption, as the worldly wiſe 
| | Politician derideth-ir, the pleafurable man hateth it, the. 
greedy of gaine-cannor abide to beeruled.by ir, and the 
haughtie ſpirit which hunterh after the pride of hfe, hath ir 
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in great contempt ? ſo asnonein very deed, bur onely ſuch 
| 2s doedenie themſclues,doeforſakethe world,and can bee 
k well contented to-take yp their-croffe,and follow Chritt, ej- 


ther can,or will embrace the ſame, | 

IL. Tris not the ſpirit of Satan. For althoughhee will 
abuſively now and then alleage Scripture, yet is hea deadly. 
enemie to the Scriptures: he willnotleadeto the right vie 
ofthem,nor perſwademen'to frame their Religion and life - 


aftey J 
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afrer them; bur rather doth ſuggeſt the cleane contrarie, as 
the toric of the Scriptures witneflerh, and our ownetemp.- 
rations tell ys, For,as a * Father faith,the Deuill cannot en. * 0ri: 2-9 4 
dure to haue any to ftudie the Scriptures; that is crormen; Nem® { 
and paine aboue all paines to him. He hath euer been a rai- | | 
ſer vp of perſecution againſt ſuch, as ſerue Godin a Religi- 
oronely grounded vponthe Scriptures : as he was in the 
Tewes, againſt the Apoſtles, andthe belecuing Gemiles ; ſo 
in Gentiles Infidels, againft Chriftians; inthe Heretikes 
againſt the Orthodoxall; in ovr Antichriftian Aduerſaries 
againftys; andin all lewde livers, the children of diſobedi- 
ence,in whom he bearech rule,and whoſe hearts he fticreth 
yp to doe his will againtt all ſuch, as in amore firit man-. 
nerendeuour to frame gheir liuesafter Gods Word,though 
ingenerall together, they profeſſe one God, and haue recei- 
ued the ſame Bapriſme, and doe liue rogether inthe ſame 
Church, Therefore wee ſee, that it cannot bee the ſpirit of 
Satan, that perſwadeth to our ſo holy a Religion by the 
Scriptures, vpon which onely itis ſertled, ſeeing he fo dead-. 
ly hateth ſuch a Religion, and the. ſound and zcalous Pro 
feſſours thereof, 
| + THI. Ttisnotthe piritofman and Satan together,as may. 
appeare, firſt, 52-Heretikes, who are led by Satan, and their _ 
owneſpirit, Theſe being not able toiuliifie their herefies ; 
by holy Scripture,they fall ro weaken the authotitie of the 
Scriptures,they will not reſt on them, bur doe fliethe light 
of the m,as Terrullsan,and other ancient Fathers witneſſe of Tertul. dereſur. 
Heretikesin their rimes, who lefc the Scriptures, and ran to Carnis. 
Traditions, as did the Manichees, Cerynthians,; Bafilidians, SR 
Carpocratians, Marcionifts, Valentinians, Arians, and " "- j ng cap, 
others. Secondly, Is all wi/l-worſdippers, which framing a jre.li,1, cap,23, 
ſeruice roGodour of their owne braines, cannot away to Tertul,de rs 
make holy Scriptures their guide, bur doe-leaue them af [6777- 


ſoone as they bee addifted ro their owne inuentions, of COS 


Wag ory On _ #6 ats+ 4 ww; 


f 
. may oor ns 


ou 
OE NG ; 
: £ wry pn : CO £4 pete 4-6 F mY 


WOO TSS” 6 #> 
bw EY 


" F % 
_ __ 


which, God by his Prophets in Scriprure oftep complaines. ,,;..., 
Thirdly, /» Heathen Idolaters,who hauc beenlert on worke 
by the Deuill to burne the Scriptures, as did that wicked RM 

B 3 Dwctleſian, { 
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6 Looke beyond Lv x HE Re 
Diocleſian ; alſo here in Brittaine, the Infidell Saxons; and 
in Ieruſalem,that vngodly [ehoiakirs, who burnt the Pro 
phecie of Jeremiah, which Baruch wrictrom his mouth at 
chattime, Fourthly, 7» our Adzerſaries now, who cannot 
reſt with the Scriptures, nor will admit them, as the onely 
Tudge in controuerſies, noras the onely rule of Religion. 
And the very reaſon is, becauſe they teach and practiſe ma= 
ny things out of their owne ſpirit, even che doGtrine of De- 
ui!s, which the Scripture veterly condemneth, Their Sain- 
ted wiil-worſhippers in their Heremetjcall life, and their 
world of Monkith qrders, cannot abide thexule of Scrip= 
ture ; their holy courſe of life fo much admired and extol- 
led (yet onely of ſuch as know not the power of Satan, in 
the deceiueable wayes of his vnrighteouſneſſe) daresnot 
ſtand to be iudged, ruled and ſquared after the rule of holy 


Scriptures. Yea,as holy as they pretend to bee, yer neither 


can they,nor will they wholly frame their ſeruice and deuo- 
tion and life after the Word of life, And therefore we ſee, 
that ir cannot be the ſpirit of Man and Satan, whether aparc 
conſidered orcenioyned, that doth perſwade, mooue and 
farther to the embracing of that Religion, which is wholly 
grounded ypon the Scriptures,as ours is. And therefore not 


being either of thele,ic followeth, that it muſt needs bee the 


Spirit of God,that thusperſwadeth men to our Religion by 
the Scriptures, wherein it is contained, 

I1TI. Our Religion appearcth to be written in,and juſti- 
hed by che Scriptures, for that in thoſeplaces it gettethen= 
rrance,and chriverh, where they are permittedto be ftudied, 
and read of all,and to be taught, as the onely rule of Religi- 
on. The Scriptures are the very life and firengrh of our Re- 
ligion,as is ſufficiently knowne by experienceto our very 
Aduerfaries. Now how could this be,if our Religion were 
not that, which is taught in the Scriprures? For the Scrip« 
ture,as is aforeſaid, doth condemne Heretikes and Hereſies, 
will-worſhip and wil-worſhippers,idolacrie andidolacers ; 
and is the ſword of the >pirit, the breath of Chriſts mouth, 


that conſumeth the Man of Sinne, If our Religion were 
herehfie, 
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Looke beyond VTHER, :- ip 


| | herefie,or will-worſhip,or idolatrie,or the invention of thac 
Man of fin, the Scriprures could nor be the life and firength 
thereof, ſeeing they oppoſe, and ytterly condemne thoſe 

things. | | 
IV. Our Religion Randeth, and is vpheld by ſuch ho- 


| lyandheauenly meanes onely, as the Scriptures allow and 
preſcribe,and which we find thereto be the onely meanes, 


, vſed ar the firſt planting of Chriſtian Religion by the Apo- : 
I Nles in the Primitive Church, which were theſe that fol. j 
low. | 


L.Thete was then the preaching of Gods Word. This meancs 
was preicribed by our Sauiour Chrift,to make Diſciples yn- 
to him, Mar.28.19,20. and the ſame obſcrued by his Apo- 

| files, Mark.16.15,20. Ar 2.14. & 10.34. & 11.19. So 

_ \ preaching of Gods Word is the meanes, by which our Re- 

| ligion,through Gods bleffing,is planted in mens hearts. As 
alſo it was foretold and appointed, thar it ſhould bee the 
meanes toregaine people trom vader Antichriſt, Rexel.10, | 
Il. & 14-6. | F 

IT. There was the reaching of the grounds, and principles 1g the Popes 
of ( hriſtiamtie,then called mn/ke,now commonty called, the 2ull before the 
Catecki/ſme, Heb.6.1. & 5.12. 1.Cor.3.2.This hath great= Catechi/me of 
ly furthered our Religion, cuen by the reftimony of our Ad- ” anc my 
verſarics, and isa ſpeciall meanesto informe rhe minds of * 

the ignorant,in the truth of our Religion, that they may nor Y 
be deceived. A 
; I 11. Then was teaching and preaching altegether ont of P.. 
the Scriptures of the Prophets. The Apoſtles taught the 2 
Goſpell onely out ofthem,Rom.,1.2. Atts 26.22. & 28 22. 
the Scriptures they cited, As 1.16. & 2.16,17. by them 
they confuted the Aduerſaries, As 17.2. 18.28; So our | 
reaching and preaching is our of the Scriptures of the Pro- | ; 
phets and Apoſtles : by theſe we confirme our doctrine,and . 
by theſe chiefely doe we covfnte our Aduerſaries. 
T'V. Then' was allowed the w/e of the holy Seriptares in- 1 
differently to all ſorts ,without reſtraint or exceprion;chey were : | 
freero all of the Laitie,both'menand women, The Apoſtles 
| neuer 1, 
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neuer forbade them to 8ny,nor cuer reprooucd any for rea- 
[ | ding or ſtudying of chem,bur commended chem to all ores, 
, 2.Tim.3.15,16, 2-Pet.1.19,20,2I. and left it written, as a 
matter worthy prayſe jn religious men, the Eunuch, and the 
| Noble Bzreans, that aa read and ſearchedtbe Scripcures; 
| ſo alſo in godly women for training vp their children here< 
in, Aﬀs 8.30. & 17.11. 2.Tim.1.5. & 3.15. Yea, Peter 
whom our Aduerſaries make their Rocke) in generall tel. 
[cth all Chriſtian beleeuers,that they ſhould do well to rake 
heed thereunto,as to a ſure Word, 2.Per.1.19. Sois there 
here with vs,the free vſc of the Scriptures; this wee com- 
mend to all ſorts, forbid chem to none, but rather hold them 
moſt religious, who avs, 6 in the holy and reuerent ſtudie 
of che Scriptures, according tothe practice of the ancient 
Primitive Church in the Apoſtles dayes. 
V. Then were there publike Afemblies, where they mer - 
rogether,r.Cor,11.18,19. Atsr.13.6 2.46. and that vp- 


on the firſt day of the weeke, As 20.7. 1.Cor.16.2. Theſe 


Aſſemblies none might forſake, but all were mutually to 
exhorr to the frequent vſc of them, Heb.1o. 25. to beware 
. of caufing diuifions and offences,contrary to the receiued 
_ doctrine of the Apoſiles, Rows.16.17. So haue we publike 
 Afllemblies,where wee meete on the firft day of the weeke, 
avd at other times, which all are bound to come vnto, and 
none ought to forſake,to prevent divifions,centrary to the 
Apoſtolicall dotine, and to preſcrue the publike profefſi- 
on and exerciſe of our Religion, 
V I. Then was there ſet oxer exery ſenerall Aſſembly and 
Congregation, ſuch as might be able to teach, having the ouere 
 Hghr of the people,and care of their ſoules, As 14.23. Tits 
1.5. AQ 20.28. Heb.13.7,17. 1.Pet.5.2,3. Soisthisin 
our Church a moſt excellent meancs to vphold our Religi- 
on 


unto in thoſe cAſſemblies; not Saints, nor Angels, nor the 
Virgin Marte. In themprayers were made with one ac- 
cord, Att; 1,14« & 2:42, & 4-24. the Word read, 1.7heſc 
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VII. Then was Ged onely wor ſhipped, and he onely prayed 
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5-27. Col.4-16. the Word preached, As 20:7. the Sacra» 


ments adminiſtred, Af; 2.42. 1. Cor.11.18,20,23,26. 2nd 
the Lords Supper in both kinds delivered, 1.Cor.10,16. 
ColleRions were alſo made for the poore, r.Cor.16.12.and 
al chings were performed to edification,inaknowntorpue, 
1.({0r.14. \In our Aﬀſcmblies God is onely worſhipped, co 


him onely wee make our prayers, and neither to Saint nor 


Angell,nor to the Virgin arve; though we honour them 


| duly «s we ought. Inour Aflemblies, Prayeris made wich 
one accord;the Word read and. hed, the Sacraments 
adminificed,and the Lords Supper in both kinds delivered, 
 Almes,as need requires, giuen to the poore, and all done to 
edification, and in aknowne tongue, 2sinthe Apofiles 
* dayes. | 

V ITI., Then was preached againſt and forbidden all will- 
worfnp;though neuer ſo faire in Thew,al/ormic to Ovd after 
the doftrine and commandemets of men,C01.2.20,23.alſo,the 
worſhip of Angels, Col. 2.18. the worſhip of [dolr, 1.1ob.x. 
21. 4nd fellowſhip with Idolaters, -1. Cor. 8.10. & 5411, 
2.Cer.6.14;18. So with vsare! forbidden all theſethings, 
and condemned by our Rejjgion,asis cuident by our book 
of Homilies, booke of Articles, the publike authorized lar- 
ger Catechiſme, and other publike' Records : yea,the for. 
bidding,aboliſhing,andpreachiog againſt theſe things, is 


an excellent meanes to vphold the puricie/of ourReligion, 
which in ieſelfe is ſo contrarieto all will-worſhip, humane 


inventions, ſuperſtition and idolatry, 

IX, Then was the exerciſe of Ecc/efaſticall diſcipline for 
the preſeruation of order,for the puniſhing and caſting our 
of obflinate Heretjkes,1:7;m.1.20.0 6.3. Titi3-10. as alſo 
of notorious offenders,which would not-otherwiſe bee re- 
formed,r.Cor.5.7, 2.7he/.3.14 and thoſe the people were 
to auoide, TC 9r.5.10. 2.Theſ.3.6. 2.75.35, Ephcſes.7 
This My ens duly obſerued,is of great force to pre» 
ſerue ourReligion, and cokcepe itin honour andeftima- 
CiON.. | 

X, Then was therevrging and preffing to 4 holy conmer- 
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ſation,both in Paſtors,Tit. 27,8, 1.Tim.4.12.\andinthe peo- 
ple,Rom.12.1,2. Eph.5.8 6, This Chriftan-like converſa- 
cion adorneth our Religion, which is onely powerfe!} in 
them which liue well; for it condermneth all Libertiniſme, 
and requireth veryſtrictobedience ro God und his Word. 

XK I. Then was /#fft ring of perſecation for the rrxth,and the 
ſame foretold to accompany the godly, Ads 14:22. 1.Theſ. 
3.3. 2.Tim.3.12.01.8. Ph.1.19.which greatly furthered 
Religion,taught bythe Apoliles, P-5iL1,12, Ando hath 
it done oursin theſe parts of Chriſtendome, as the World | 
knowerh. - | 

X 11, Then was taught /#77etton bothof Paſterrand pro- 
ple wnto Principalities and Powers, as to Kings, ſo tornferiour 
Magiſtrates [ent by them. All ſorts without exception, were 
caughtobedience to them, and forconſcience ſake, were 
they bound torender to them dues; tribute, cuſtome, ho+ 
nour. They were commanded to make' prayers forthem 
with thankſgiuing, which was a meanes to further Religi-» 
on: forthe Apoſtterellerh them, that thus to does well-do» 
ing,anda meanes to ftop: the 'mouthes of the Adudriarics, 
that ſo they mightleade a quier and peaccabtlelifeinal god- 

lineſſe and honeftie, Row.13.1,7. Tit:3.l. 1. Pet,2113,17+ 
1.73.2.1,2,This is, and hath bin an excellent meanes :to ad» 
uance our Religion: for Kings and Princes ſeeing, that our 
true and Apoſtolicall Religion did norderogate from their 
!awfull authoritie,did not draw ſubicRs fram their allege 
ance,nor exempt any fromtheirtrue obedience, but rather 
maintained the righr,, which-God by his holy Wordin 
Scriptures had given them ;ihecy ſubmicced tothetruth,and 
embraced our Religion, ſhaking oftthe yoake of Amtichrift, 

and ſo tooke vponthemthe-authoritie:given them of God, 
toreforme Religion, according as they were taught, and 
had learned the doCtrine of Chriſt ta the Scriptures, 

Thus wee ſee, firt,the ordinarie meanes which the holy 
Scriptures preſcribe,and evidently ſhew to haue been vſed 
inthe Primitive Church, for the planting and vpholding of 

- Chriſtian Religion. And ſecondly, that the very ſelfe-ſame 
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| have been, and yetare the meanes for planting and preſer= 
vingof our Religion,in eucry Country whereit hat been 
received. Which meanes are ſo powerfull and effe&tuall 
for this purpoſe,that looke by how much theſe meanes are 
ut in execution, by ſo much doth our Religion proſper, in 
ſpite of all worldly oppoſitions, and gaine-ſayings whatſo- 
cuer: andon the contrarie, logke as theſe meanes, either 
wholly,or but inpart,are neglefted, orfaile to bee perfor 
med,ſo doth our Religion loſe of itsſtrength, and decay a- 
mongſt the people, what policie ſoeuer men otherwiſe yſe 
to yphold the ſame. For our Religion ſtands by holy and 
heauenly meanes, and not by meere worldly policie, or hu« 
mane deuices,faire ſhewes tothe eyes, delights to theeare, 
pleaſurable obieQs to delight the carnally-minded,Neither 


can it be held by any Satanicall deluſions, fabulous narrati. * 


ons, feigned miracles,deccitfull iugglings;nor by pretended 
apparitions of Angels, or of ſoules departed ;;-nor by the 
bare authoritie of mens ſayings, Decrees of corrupt-Coun- 
cels, Popes ſentences, wrangling Canoniſts,Sophiſticall di. 
ſtinQtions of Schoolemen, humane Traditions, Apocryphall 
writings,old and idle cuſtomes, examples of ignorant fore. 
fathers,eftimation of mens perſons for learning, andſhew of 
holineſſe; nor by any deceirfull, wicked, and:corrupt dea-= 
ling,as by counterfeite and baſtard writings, corrupting 
of Councels and Fathers, expunging words and ſentences 
out of learned mens workes, or altering them from the true 
meaning,to beguile the ſimple Reader; ' Noznor by furious 
and forcible meanes; as by fire and fagot, maſſacres, trea- 
ſons, poyſons, and ftabbing of Kings, andGun-powder- 
plors,nor by any ſuch helliſh praRices, ſuch as the Apoſtles 
never {pake of,” the Primitive Church never knew of, 
nor in holy Scripture were eucr ſpokenct; for alltheſe, our 
Religion dorn veterly condemne. [tis ypheld only by thoſe 
holy and heauenly meanes, which the Apoſtles tavghr, and 
practiſed, and which they haue left wriccen in the Scriptures 
For direion of Gods Church,that ſhe may know, which be 


theonely effeAtuall meanes, that God hath appointed toyp- 
C2 hold 
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hold his trucReligion. 'By theſe meanes onely, oursis pre- 
ſerucd, 'Andtherefore it isthat true Religion,which che ho- 
ly Scripture teacheth, Which being fo,] conclidethisfirſt 
argument, That this our preſent Religion, wherein we differ 
from our Aduerſaries,was before Luther time. 


IT 3 CAreument.” 7 
From the bleſſed Martyrs inall 
Ages. 


Het Religion which was written by God inthe hearts of hs 
Martyrs,and which from the beginning to thus day, they 
allſuffered for, was before Luchers tee, This cannot be de- 


| But onr Religion wow preſent,"was written by Godinthe 
hears of his Martyrs,and is that which from the beginning to 
this day, they all ſuffered for. i; 
= And thereforethis onr now preſent Religionwas before Lu- 
thers rime, 


The Minor is thus-confirined; both for the writing of i; 
intheir hearts, 2ndfor ſufferipg tor it. The latter manitefleth 
the former :, forthepthar faithfully and conſtantly obey the 
truth, even vaco ſuffering perſecution;and death for ir,with- 
out doubt haue it written: intheir hearts; [For if Religion 
be not imprinted in the hearts of the Martyrs,in whoſe hart 
 bsit written? For the Martyrs had the Spirit of the living 
God,ſauing-knowledge,and remiſlion of finnes; they 5a 
ked in Gods Statutes,and kept his Iudgements fincerely;all 
which are the evident ſignes, that Gods truth was written 
in teirhearts,as theſe places of Scripture witnefle, 2.{ or. 
3+3-ler.31+33,34e. Excch.36.27. This isnot to beedoub- 
red of. Butthe queſtion is, Whether all-che Martyrs did 
ler for this our Religion,orno ? To anſwereto this, wee 
muft confider,thatallche Martyrs of Chriſt may be ranked 
into ſoure ſorts,cuery of which ſuffered for ſuch truths, as 


are. 
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are in our Religion, which we doe at this day profeſle, 

I. Sorr of Maryyrs werethoſe,wholuffered by the Iewes, 
whereof che firſt was Srephey,then Jamer,with many more, 
efftr 7.01 2.2,4. All theſe did ſuffer for that Religion, 
which Chtiſtand his Apoſtles taught: but they taught ouc 
of rhe $criprures,and not out of Traditions,as the Evange- 
lis and Acts ſhew, Bue to ſuffer for that Religion, which 
is onely taught inthe Scriptures, isto ſuffer for ours, as by 
the former argument is prooued, Therefore they luffered 


for our Religion. 
I 1. Sort of Martyrs were ſuch,as {uffered by and amongſt 


the Heathen, eſpecially vaderthe Romane Tyrants, during 
the ten bloody perſecutions ; among which Martyrs were 
moſt ofthe Apoſtles: for we reade not in Scripture,that any 
of che Apoftles ſuffered martirdome amongſthe Tewes, bur 
onely [ames, tohns brother, Af: 12, thereft ſuffered among 
the Heathen, Now the Apoſtles being theplanters of our 
Religion (as by their writings doth appeare) and alſo Mar. 
tyrs for the ſame among; this ſecond ſort, they-muſt needs 
be our Martyrs,ſuffcring for our Religion, and ſo all the reft 
which followed the Apoſtles in the ſame faith. 

111, Sort of e Martyrs wereſuch, as{uffered by the furic 


andrage of Heretikes, when the Arians had got an ouer- 


ſwaying power through Arian Emperours and Kings, Burt ' 


thoſe Orthodoxall Martyrs and Confeflors ſuffered for no 
other dorine, they our Religionteacherh, For wee hold 
and profeſſe the faith of the Councell of Nice, and Athina- 
7s Creed ; for inour Common Prayer-booke they are ap- 
ointed publikely ro bee read in our Aſſemblies. And there- 
fore thelſc alſo ſuffered for our Religion, and were our Mar- 
tyrs. 
f Bur: here our Aduerſaries will (ay, that all theſe three 
forts were their Martyrs; for they bragand boaſt of theſe to 
filly people, 2s if chey had- ſuffered for their religion, now 
profeſſed-and praftiled among + rhem: Bur thar-the xruth 
may appeare, whether cheſe Martyrs be theirs, or ours; wee 
mult conſider them-both as Martyrs, and alſo as beleevers : 
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properly they were Martyrs in thoſethings, for whichthey 
did ſuffer. Now their ſuftering was for the commonrtruths, 
received both by our Aduerſaries and vs. So the cauſe ma- 


 kivg the Mantyrs,and it equally held of both, - they are our 
Martyrs,aſwell as theirs, Yea, if we conſiderthem alſo as 


Belccuers, holding other points of faith, for which they 
were not queſtioned, neither ſuffered for, wee may more 
rightly claime them, theo our Adverfaries. For of which 
Religion they held, and moſt agreed vnto, of that Religion 
mult they be judged to be, That this may bee knowne, ic 
muſt be wel conceiued, what they and we meane by ſaying, 
Onr Religion. Weeither (ide ſtand ypon our Religion, nor 
as wee agree in points of Chriſtiahitie one with the other ; 
but as wee haue our differences alſo to our ſelues one from 
the other. 'Soypon this reſteth the point, to trie the Mar- 
tyrs whoſe they bee, theirs or ours, by their more or leſſc 
2grccing, or diſagreeing with either fide in our ſaid diffe= 
rences. But inreſpe&t of the maine differences of their Re= 
ligion from aha they cannot claimethe Martyrs, I thus 
proue by theſe enſuing reaſons. 

I. It cheſe maine differences in their Religion beſuch,as 
none of theſe Martyrs (which ſuffered by, and amongſt the 
ſewes, or by,and amongſt the Heathen, or by,and among(t 
the wicked Heretikes) ever made profeſſton of, much leſſe 


ſuffered for,then inreſpeRt of theſe differences,are they not 


their Martyrs ; they cannot appropriate them to them- 
{elues,as they vie to doe, but are till Martyrs in common. 

Bur the antecedent is-true, as ſhall be prooued by my 
third reaſon next following, for ſixe hundred .yeeres ſpace 
afrer Chriſt, in which ſpace were all three ſorts of Martyrs, 
And therefore the conſequence cannot be denied, 

'II. If theſe differences in their-Religion bee nothing 
eiſe but humane inuentions, without ſound authoritic from 
holy Scriptures, and that the Martyrs profeſſed and belee- 
ued thoſethings onely, which cxpreſſely, or by necefſarie 
concluſions, are contained in the Scriptures, then inreſpeX 


But 
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But the former part istrue, Ergo,: the latter muſtneedes 
be granted; 

For the truth of the antecedent, rouchin 
eableneſſc of theſe their differences, and ka 4% all grovnd 
of Scripture : I demand of Papifts, what Scripture haue they 
for theſe things;wherein we and they doe differ ? - 

I: Of God. What Scripture for che picturing of the holy 
Tiinitie; forbidden by Mojes to beany way repreſented ? 
Dg#1t.4.15,16, | | ; 4 

11; Of the Seriptrrrer, Where is it written ,- that the 
Scriptures-receiuve aurhoricie from the Church, and the 
ſenſe thercofonely ſubie&t vnto her? That the Vulgar La- 
tin tranflation is only to be admitted as authenticall ? That 
the Scriptures be imperfeR,and are not thecertaine rule of 
faith? That there are traditions beſides for perfecting the 
Seriptures,and to bee recciued with cquall auchoritie with 
Scriptures?” 

ITI. Of the Church. That the Cathelike Church is not 
the company onely of Gods ele&tpeople? That the Church 
of Rome cannot erre ?' T1 | 

I V. Of the Pope;. Where is Scripture to proue,that Pc- 
rer was at Rome,and Biſhop there twenty five yeeres?Thar 
he was to beappoinced Vicar of Chriſt? Thar the Pope is 
the vniverſall Biſhop? That he onely is Perrreſuccefiour, 
and Chrifts Vicar? That be canner erre e{ath:ars? Thar 
heis-aboue Councels? That hee may .depoſe Kings from 
their temporall eſtates, and diſpoſe of their Kingdomes ? 
That he can diſpenſe with ſinnes againſt the plaine Law of 
God ? That he can ſer ſoules free out of torments after this 
life? | ey; 

V. Of the Clergic and.Ecciefrafticall perſons. Tn what place 
of Scriptnre is it caught,that there be Popes, Cardinals, and 
PopiſhPrelates like Princes? That there are now Priciis, 
to whoma ſpeciall Office of Prieſthood is aſſigned? Thar 
there bee ſeuen degrees thereof? That a man is now ap- 

ointed inthetime of the Goſpell, to offcr ſacrifices daily 


for ehequicke and the dead? Thar. all Churchmen (fo cal- 
| ied) 


the vnwarran.. 


—— 
» . 
S 
—* 


{i 


16 Looke beyond Lw tt x: 
{ed) are to live yomarried? That a Monafticall. life igthe 
beſt eſtate? That Ecclehiaſticall perſons are exempe from 
4 ſecular authoririe ? | | 
4! V I. Of the Sacraments. Where doth the Scriprure teach, 
ſ chat Baptiſme isto bee adminiftred with Chriſme,Oyle, 
Coniuring,Salr,Spittle? That there is ſuch a ſpicituall kin- 
dred berweene the Witneſſcs,and the partie baptized, as al- 
ſo betwixrthe Parents and Children of thoſe Witneſles, as 
it hindreth marriage (without a diſpenſation) betwixe one 
another,though there be otherwiſe no kindredeither of af- 
finitie or conſanguinitie ? That Teſus Chriſt is bodily and 
wholly,as he is Man, borne of the Virgin Afaric,in the $a- 
crament,the Bread being turned into hisFleſh? Thar itisa 
facrifice for the quick and the dead ? That the Cake is ro be 
reſcrued, and carried about inpompe, and that all are to fall 
downeto it,and 9 it ? That iris tobee adminifired 
but in one kind ? That the Lay people muſt not take ir, bur 
oape and eate it? That the Prieſt that ſaith Maſſe, muſt 
haue aſhauen Crowne; hauec his Amice,Girdle, Aube,Ma- 
nuple,Stole,Cheſible,and other pretended holyyeſtments? 
That he muſt vie ſuch croffings, turnings,duckivgs,liftiogs, 
whiſperings, gapings, minglings of wine and water, ſuch 
lickings,and other yarietic of ſtagelike geſtures? 

VII. Of Prayer. That it muſt be in Latine? That not 
God onely, but Saints may beprayd-ynto? That the dead 
areto be prayed for? That itis lawfullropray by number, 
to ſay the ſame T 50.times,and to pray vpon. Beades? 

V III. Of Worſhip, What written Word reacheth, thar 
Diuine Seruiceis to bee ſaid onely inthe Latine Tongue? 
That Saints,and their Reliques are to be adored? That Ima- 
ges and PiRures are to be in Churches, for adoration fake, 
and to be Lay-mens bookes? 

IX, Of the Firgin Marie: That ſhe was borne without 
ſinne? That ſhe is the Queene of Heauen, the Lady of che 
World? That ſhe is diuinely to be worſhipped ? That ſhee 
is to haue her proper feruice, and her Ae Aſaries ? 


X, Of the Church or Temple, the place of publike _ 
(hip. 
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| 7 
hip. What Scripture,thar Belles are tobe baptized ? That 
chere muſtbee Alrars, Veiles, Holy-water, Holy-aſhes, _ 
Palmes, and many fuch trumperies? That children dying | 
wichour Baprtiſme,zre not to be buried in the Church-yard; 1 
and chat there is for their ſoules a Limbus Infantinm ? 
XI. Of dayes. Where doc the Apoſtles teach, that 
chereare ſuch a number of Holy. dayes,as be inthar Religi- b 
on? Thar a ſpeciall Holinefle isro be pur in the obſeruation Ft 
ofdayes? Thar dayecs and times areto bee ſer apartto the . 
worſhip of Saints? 
XII. Of meates, Wherein Scripture reade they, that 
there is ſuch a difference of meates, as the obſeruation of 
ſuch a difference ac ſome times, is more holy, then at other 
| ſometimes? (i 
All theſe differences are humane inventions, withour : 
warrant of Scriptures.Now ler them ſhew,that any of theſe 
ſorts of Martyrs belceucd and profeſſed theſe differences; it 
they cannot, then the concluſion is good, that they werenort 
their Martyrs by theſe differences, but in common fill ours 
25 well as theirs. 
I 11. -Iftheſe diffcrences be but a very patcherie of Here- 
ſes, Iudaiſme, and Paganiſme, thenin reſpeR thereof, they 
cannot be their Martyrs : for Martyrs ſuffered for none of 
theſe three,bur,in'dereftation thereof, were gricuonly per- 
ſecuted by Tewes, Pagans,and Heretikes, 
But the antecedent is moſt true, as our learned men have *:>* Revky, | | 
 madeit manifeſt.For Herefies; * Biſh. Morton, bBDoRt.#hit. }, "Lol Co the, i 
acres, © Gab, Powel, and *DoGor Willer. For Tudaiſme, 29.56. 
© Doctor Raynolas hath ſufficiently manifeſted it,and ſome- © Lib de 4nli- 
what of Paganiſme. Bur for this,reade Thom. Moreſin,Doc- chriſtec.24 
tor of Phyſick, his whole booke, called Papatzs,printed at Wu H_ ow 
Edinburgh,and* Gab. Powel onthe firſt Chapter tothe Ro- pop, : 
manes. For all three,ſcea late publiſhed booke, called, The © Againſt Hart, 
rhree (Conformities, And therefore in reſpeR of theſe diffe- £4? 8, dim 4. 
rences,beipg heretical, Fewiſh,and Paganiſh,theſe Martyrs/*: g-m ah 
are none of their Martyrs, neither did their ſufferings make £72 T 1/7 ? 
good any whit this their now ——_ Religion. : pas 200. 
IV.! 
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I'V. IF theſe differences from our Religion doe offer 
violence tothethree Offices of Chrifi;and make their pub- 
like worſhip in many things blaſphemous,and idolatrous;; 
then in reſpect of ſuch differences, they arenot their Mar- 
tyrs, 

; Bur the antecedent is true, Ergo, the conſequent. To 
prove the antecedent,. Doctor Fownes hath Jately of pur= 
poſe letforth his T75/agioz, wherein he hathſufficiently con- 
firmed it,ovt of their publike Yſſacs, Bremaries, Portuſes, 
R o[aries, Liturgies, Pſalters, Primers,and Manuals of pray» 
ers, cowhich Ireferre the Reader for tull ſatisfaRion :; And 
doe conclude therefore, that theſe blefled Martyrs were 
none of theirs, by vertue of thele differences, 

V. Ifmany of thele difterences of theirs be not only be- 
ſides Scripture, without warrant from thence, as before is 
ſhewed, but alſo flat agaipft Scripture; and againſ our 
common tcnents,agreed yponbetweene vs and them; then 
inre{pcR of theſe differences, they are. not their Martyrs, 
For they did not ſuffer for thoſe _— which were again 
Scripture,and the common tenents of Chriſtianitie, where. 
in we and our -Adverfaries doe agree, It they dare affirme 
this, let them-gine inſtances thereof, 

Bur many of theſe their differences are againſt Scriprure, 
and againſt the common tenents of Chrifijanitie, inwhich 
we both agree, Which being ſo,theſe their differences can 

e no part of Chriſtianitie,becauſethey be againſt both the 


rule,and alſo againſt the grounds of Chriſtianitie, There. 


fore the conſequence is true, That there are ſuch differen= 
ces berweene vs, I-inftance tor proofeintheſe.cnſuing, 
 Tharthe Scriprures areamperfeR,contrarieto P/al.19.7, 
1:Tim.3.16,17. Thar there is an vnwrigten word, called, 
Traditions;to be added rthereunto; contrarie to Dexr.g.2, 
Reacl.21.8.Prog.30.6. Thatthe witnefle of the Church, is. 
reater then the witneſſe of the Scriptures,andtobe belee- 


ved beforethem : contrarie to 1:/0þ.5:9. Joheg.17; 
That the inuifible God may bee pitured: 'contrarie to 


Det al5 Ats,17.29. E/ay 40.18.Rom: 1.23. That Ima« 
ges 


[ 
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ges may bemadetobe worſhipped: contratie to Dexr, 27. 


15. Exod.20, and that they are tor inſtruftion : contrarie to 
Hab.2.1 8, | 

Thatprayers may be made tothe Virgine 2farie,and ro 
Saints departed : contrarie to Afarrh.6.19.andcontrarie to 
the praQtice of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
holy men in Scripture, That prayers made by number,and 
often repetitions,ere pleaſing vnto God,as when people are 
taught to pray by number on Beades : contrary to Hart!) 
6.7.That they may be vttered in an vnknowne tongue, and 
alſo Gods publike ſervice io ſaid: contrary to 1.Cor. 14. 
15,19. Thattherein a genersll good intent is acceptable to 
God,though the mind bee not cndued with ſound kno. 
ledge; contrarie to Pron.19.2, 1.( 07.14.20, 

That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper,is to beadmi- 
niſtred and receiued in one kind:contrary to Marth,26.27. 
I.Cor.10.16. & 11.23,2425. That Teſus Chriſt is corpo- 
rally inthe Bread tranſubltantiated: contrary to As 3.21. 
And that it is very God: contrary to Heſ.8.6, That it is of- 


fered fora ſacrifice propitiatorie, as if Chriſt once offering 


himſelfe, were not ſufficient: contrary to Heb.z0,10,14. 
That the Law may be fulfilled, and a man ivuſtified there- 


by before God : contrarieto Rom.7, 19. & 3.20. 4.2, 


I.{ 0r.4.4.Eſay 46.6. 
That aman may merit by his works: contrary to Tit.3.5. 


Ephbeſ.,2.8,10. Rom.6.23. Zuk,7.10, That 8 man may bee 


able tro doemore,then God requireth of him,or that hee is 
tyed by dutie to doe : contrary to Row.7.19. Lak,t7.10. 
Prou.30.9. Eccleſ:7.20, Pſal.t30.3, That the Pope may 
diſpenſe with Gods Law: contrary to 1.Sam.2.25.Kom.s. 
33,34. 1069.33.06 3429. | 

That there are finnes which yet arenot prohibiced by 
Gods Law : contrary to 1.10þ.3.4.Ro.4.t 5. 7.8. 3.20. 
Thar ſome ſinnes are in themſelues veniall, which deſerue 
not death : contraty to Rew.6.23. James 1,15, Geneſe2.17. 
Thac originall concupiſcence is no finne in the regenerate 2 
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was without finne : contrary to Jeb 14.4. Eccleſ,7. 2, 20, 
P/al.130.3. Rom.3.9,23. 1.10h,1.7,8. Luk.1.46. 

That Marriage is not honourable in all ſorts of men, as 
for inſtance, not in the Clergie: contrary to Heb.1 3.4. 
1. Cor,7.9. V.Tim.s ,14- 20d contrary to the praQtice of the 
married Pricſts vnder rhe-Law, That-married perſons with 
co::ſenr, may cuer live aſunder, toleade a Monaſticall life : 
comrary.tO 1.{ 97.7.2. 

That holineſſe is ro be pur in the obſeruation of dayes : 
contrary to {/.2.16, Of meates: contrary to Romn.14.14. 
1.{or.8.8. IMatth.15.20. 1.Tim.4.3,4, and fo men lote 
thereby Chriſtianliberty : contrary to Gal.5.1. 

That many whodie inthe Lord,not abieCts from God, 
yetreſt nor aftcr death for a time: contrary to Rexel,14:12. 
buc make a temporall ſatisfa&tion, inaplace they call Pur- 
oatory, whoſe finnes although here pardoned, yet goe not 
theſe ſoules immediately to Heauen : contrary ro Luke 2.3, 
43-where the good Thiefe is promiſed Paradiſe, which is 
Heauen,2.Cor.12.3,4- 

That the Popes power is Kingly,yea,that he may vie the 
remporall Sword, and depole Kings, and difpole of rheir 
Kingdomes,and be ſubie&t ronone : contrary to Luke 22, 
25,26. Marth.20.25,26. Romaz.r, Tit.z.1. 1.Pet.2.123. 
Thar he which gets the Popes diſpenſation, finneth not in 
that he doth;though the tame be againſt Gods Law : con- 
tary to Marthg.19. Dent 27:25. Tor.11;z.Jobn 3.4; That 
the Pope is Chriſts Vicar, and yet may intermeddle witty 


| theearthly,and remporall Kingdomes of this World : con- 


trary to Chriſts owne praQice, Lxk,1 2.14. thenature of his 
Kingdome, [ohu 18.36. againſt the nature of ſuch ſpicituall 
weapons and power which God gaueto his Apoſttes, 2, Ce 
rint.10.4.5,6. Yea, that the _ may take ypon him (as 
hee doth) to have to doe with thoſe which are withour, to 


wic,the Heathen,to give awaytheir Kingdomes,(as he pre- 
ſumech co doe with ſuch as forſake him, whom he iudgeth 
to bee. Heretickes) contrarie to 2.Cor.5.12,13- Thathis 
Tlergie are exempted from ciuill juriſdiction: _— - 

| rifts 


1956b 


Looke beyond Lv THER» 21 


_ Chriſts commandement, Marth. 22.21. tohis practice, 
* Aatth.1 7.27. to Saint Petersteaching, 1.Pet.2.13,14.and 
to Saint Pars, Roy. n 3.1,7.Tit.z.n, It were infinite topar. 
ticularize all che differences betweene our Religion and 
theirs, wherein they are contrary to holy Scripture,and con- 
trarie tothe tenne Commandements, the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, andthe two Sacraments, Of which if any defire 
herein inftances to be berter ſatisfied, let him reade Gabriel r;h, 44 ants. 
Powel,who hath purpoſely ſet downe a multitude of parti- cr.cap.s. co 
lars. £20.33. 4 
V I. And laſtly, ifnone of the Martyrs were Papiſts, or 
(as they pleaſe to call themſelues)Roman Catholikes; then 
could they not bee their Martyrs: for they which beenor. 
ſuch,are not held to bee of their Romance Religion, nor 
# Church. 
Bur none of theſe Martyrs were Papiſts, or Romane 
Catholikes; for they held not theſe many differences of 
theirs from vs, by which a Papitt becommeth.a Papiſt or 
Roman Catholike, and without which heeis not by them 
approued to be ſuch a one, For let a man hold all other 
points of Chriftianitie wholly andfully; yer if he hold nor, 
that the Pope hath authoritie,as Chriſts Vicar ypon earth 2 
thatthe Church of Reme is the Mother and Miftreſl of all 
Churches : thatthere are ſcuen Sacraments ; that the Sacra- 
ment may bee receivedin one kind : that the bread after 
conſecration is tranſubſtantiated, and Chriſt there corpo- 
rally vnderthe formes of Bread and Wine, and foto beedi- 
uinely adored : that ſervice is to be ſaid euery where in La- 
tine : that Images are to be ſet in Churches, and to be wor- 
F ſhipped : that Saints departed,are to beprayed ymto, and 
their Reliques worſhipped : thae there is a Purgatorie for 
penall ſatisfaRton after this life : rhat our workes doc me- 
rit,and that we are iuſtified by them before God : that Ec- 
clefiaſticallperſons may not marry: that confeſſion of fins 
is to be made ſecretly ro a Prictt in his care, and that hee 
hath power judicially to abſolue che conficenis,and impoſe 


penance vpon them for ſatisfaRtion for ſhane yuto God: 
D-3 Theſe: 
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| Theſe,and ſuch other articles newly coyned, whoſocuer 
doth not hold,is notiudged to be a Roman Catholike, But 
none of theſe differences did theſe Martyrs hold, muchleſſe 


_ ever ſuffered perſecution for. For not one of theſe articles 


of the Trent Conventicle was held inthetime of theſe ſorts 
of Martyrs,all of them ſuffering within the 600, yeeres af- 
cer Chriſt, io which ſpace was there nonethat might be cal- 
led a Papiſt, or Roman Catholike afrer the definition of the 


Trentiſts, And therefore were they nottheir Martyrs, nei- 


ther did any of them profeſſe the now new Roman Tren- 


time. | 
Andthus wee ſee, how by theſe differences they cannot 


claime the Martyrs, Now our differences from them, are all 


Lib.de eccleſ. 
cont.2.que(t. 5. 


4.300, 308, 


grounded ypon Scriptures, and Principles of Chriftianitie, 
and warranted by ſuch common crutch of Chriſtian Religi- 
on,as they and we docfully accordin; not one of our difte- 
rences being cither hereſie,or any parc of Iudaiſme, or Pa- 
ganiſme, nor ever condemned by any generall Councell in 
the ſpace of theſe firſt fxe hundreds of yeeres, in which 
theſe three forts of Martyrs did liue, True it is,that our ad- 
uerſaries call vs Heretikes, and lay herefies to our charge, 
bur falſely, without juſt proofe,as our learned Whitacres, Bi- 
ſhop Morron,and others,ſhew in anſwering Bel/armine his 
calumnies herein to the full. Seeing then our differences 
and truths of Chriſtian Religion, taught by the Apoſlles, 
and by the ſucceeding Paſtors,and believed by the Church, 
arethe parts ofthat Faith and Religion, which theſe Mar- 
tyrs ſiffered for; I conclude, that inregard both of the 
truthes, wherein weeand our aduerſaries agree, and alſo of 
our differences, wherein we diſagree from thenowpreſent 
Church of Roine, they were our Martyrs, and none of 
theirs, 

IV. Sortof Martyrs are thoſe, who ſuffered by, and a- 
moneſt theſe our aduerſaries,as the Berengarians, Walden. 


_ fes, Albigenſes, Fick/ifeand his followers in England, Joh 


Hu, and Teromeof Prague,at Conſtance, and many mocin_ 


| Bohemia,and in other places, eucnto Zythers time, and af- 
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cer,an innumerable mulcitude flaine and maſſacred, burnr, 

and pueto ſandrie deaths for our Religion, and for gaine- 

ſaying our aduerſaries in thoſe differences, which wenow 

and our in, againſt the Church of Rome atthispreſen;, 

Theſe were therefore our Martyrs. 

 Burour adverſaries will ſay, that theſewere no Martyrs, (,;. Fr 


bur condemned Heretikes. 
| Thatthey were Martyrs,8n0 Hererikes,jts cleare.$,John _{;ſ1y, 


inthe Rexelarion, calleth thoſe Saints and Martyrs of Ieſus, 


Renel.17.6.which ſhould ſuffer for the Word of God, for 
refufing ro worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, and for not re- 
cejuing his marke in their fore-heads,or intheir hands, Re- 
wel.20.4. and for keeping the commandements of God, 
and the faith of Ieſus,and to dying in the Lord, ſhould refit 
from their labours, and be accounted blefſed, Rexe/.14.12, 
13. Bur ſuch weretheſe our Martyrs, for they ſuffered for 
Gods Word, for keeping the Commandements and Faith 
of Teſus, and for refuſing ro worſhip the Beatt and Whore 
of Rome,drunke with the blood of the Saints. And rhere- 


fore were bleſſed Martyrs, and no Heretikes, 
But they will ſay ; Theſe held divers errours, and were Ob7ec7. 


not in all things wholly with vs? 
They ſuffered, and were Martyrs for thoſe ſelfe-ſame CAnſw. 


things, which with vs they witucſlcd againſt the Church of 


Rome, . 
11. Many errours are aſcribed ynto them, which they De contins.o& 


% 


_ neuer held, as Door J[3er Biſhop of Meeth learnedly fats Ecciehe. 


ſhewes, 


ITI. Though in ſome things they ſhould haue differed 
from vs,yet doth nor that make them nor to be of our Reli- 
pou For if tor lighter differences in opinions,men ſhould 


be held not tobe of the ſame Religion (if ſo our adverſaries 


will conclude) then are the now Romanifts not of one and 

the ſame Religion, which js now profeſſed at Rome : for | 

one of them differs much from another in many things, See Do. Hall 
Neither haue they any right tothe ancient Fathers, be. bis peace of 


tweene whom and theſe our aduerfarics, is alſo great diffe- — 
rence, 
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rence,and that in many chings, Theſe Martyrs therefore, 
though chey might differ from ys in ſome things (the Lighc 
_ thennotſhining ſoclearely,as now it doth) were our Mar- 
yrs. Thus weſce all che Martyrs fromthe beginning, ta 
be ours, and ſo haue our aduerſaries none at all, which may 
be properly called theirs, for the firſt 600.yeeres : For if they 
claimetheficſt three ſorts, its bur as they doe agree with vs; 
for in their differences from vs, the Martyrs are none of 
theirs, The fourth (orc are clearely our owne,and ate Mar- 
eyrs in defence of our differences from them, Bur for their 
differences,they haue no Martyrs of Ieſus : for ſuch Mar« 
tyrs as be his Martyrs, ſuffer for his ſake, for Gods Word, 
for his Faith and Commandements: but their differences 
are not Gods Word,nor the Faith, nor Commandements 
of Teſus,neither ſuffered Papiſts here for Religion; bur for 2 
treaſon, rebellion,diſloyall ats, for denying duc obedience 
to lawfull authoritie,and for ſtanding in defence offorraine 
power, and theauthoritie of the Whore of Babylon, the 
murtherer of Saints,and of that Antichriſt the Pope, as hee 
is proouecd ſufficiently ſorobe. And therefore I conclude, 
our Religion to be before Luthersrime. 


IIL Argument. 
From the Writings of the ancient 
Fathers. 


'T: Hat Religion which ts to be found inthe writings of the an- 
cient Fathers,as profeſſed and taught by them jn the firi# 
600, yeeres after Chriſt, that was before Luthers time. 

But this onr preſent Religion(inthe points of dofÞvine,wherin 
we differ from our adaer/aries )s to be found in the writings of 
the ancient Fathers, as profeſſed and taught by them in the fir## 
600. yeeres after Chriſt. : 

Therefore was this our preſent Re 
doArine, whereimwee differ from our aauerſa 
thers time, 


(in the points of 
ries) before Lu- 
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The Minor Ithus prooue: All the differing Religions of 
reateſt note, which: were euer ſince Chriſts aſceniion, arg 
one of cheſe;Judaiſme,Gentiliſme, or Paganiſine, Arianilins 
(vader which I comprehend all herefies) Mahometifmme, + 
Turciſme, the preſent Reh3gion of the Church of Rome, whic!, 
may be called 7remt5/me, or Je/wits/me, commonly called, 
Papiftrie; and this our Religion termed, Thereformed Kelje 4 
$/0a,or Preteffancy; which wee profefſe 3ndreach with an | 
ynanime conſent in the Harmonije of Confeſſions, other1\ite k, 
thenthe Church of Romenow doth. Bucthoſe ancicnt Fa. 
thers taught not Tudaiſme, nor Paganiſme, nor Arianiſne, 
or other 00%" which in thoſe dayesroſe yp,nor Mabo- 
metiſme. Ergo,cither the Religion of thenow Church of 1 
Rorne,or ours, with either of our differences one from ano. = | 
3 ther. Bur not ſothis of theirs, For thoſe differences on their q 
part, whereby a man becommetha Roman Catbolicke, or 
Papiſt, the ancient Fathers, with oneoonſers, never tavg ht, + 
The differences are mentioned before: for all which if they 
cat produce the 2narime Conſent of thoſcFathers in boo. 
yeeres ſpace,we yeeld them the Fathers: but Fnor,thep are 4 
chey ours,aSthey that taughe and profeſſed ourReligion., | 
For they not onely taught all the maine points of faith, / 
which we and our Aduerſariesdoe agree in; bu: alſo all che 
principal differences with vs, wherein we and ouraduecrſs< 
ries doediffer, as Polanws hath largely prooued, to whoſe fyahis 53:11574 
jearnedpaines I referre the Reader. Theretore this our pic-ibs Wade; 
{cntRebgion was before Lxchersrime, 


$ IV. Argument. 
#. : 4 | - | 
E | Fromthe witnefle of our very Aduct- 
ſarics. 


, | ie Fotgirnich to be found wnehe publike records of 4 
; the Churchof Reme, andin the writings of learned mem þ 
therein, from the very firſt foundation of i 1nto this day ; that A 


was before Luthers time, This (lhope) may pallefor _— 
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© Burthis oar preſent Religion :s [ch a religion; and therefexs 
before Luthers 1itne, | 


The Minor,if they deny, is thus confirmed, T. There are 
amoneMt rhem rhe holy Scripenrer, which they acknowledge 
to bethe Word of God: but' by thoſe Scriptures/may all 
our Religion bee proved, and fully-confirmed, in any thing. 
wherein we differ from out aduerſaries, And therefore this 
our Religion is ro be found among them, 

LT. Thereis that which is called, The Apoſtles Creed,and 
the Nicere Creed, which they profeſle, the Articles whereof 
we hold,and therein is contained the ſumme of our Faich, 

III. There is the Lerds Prayer, the paterne- of all rrue 
Prayers,according to which onely wee teach how to pray: 
aright,and thereatter doe frame our prayers, - 

IV. There is the Decalopue and tex Commandements, 
which though defeRiuely ſet downe in their Catechiſmes , 
(the ſecond being letc out) yet are they wholly ſet downe ir | 
their Bibles, which ten Commandements are the ſumme of 
our morall obedience,and of our duties towards God, and- 
our neighbours. | 

V. They acknowledge the rwo Sacraments, Baptiſme and 
the Lords Supper,both which we doe adminiſter, 

VT. Thereare common tenents of { hriſtianitie, which all 
Chriſtian Churches haue cuer held, wherein we and they do. 
fully agree. 

_ VIL. There is their Serwice Booke, whereinthough ma- 
ny abominations are to be tound, yer in other things it iuſti- 
fieth our Religion and Seruice:As may appeare by compa- 
ring our Service Booke with ic ; out of which, ours was,for - 
the ſubſtance thereof, taken. Againſt which theycannor 
juſtly rake exception; neither are they able to prooue, by 
Gods Word, by the ancient Councels, and conſent of the 
ancient Fathers,any thing 1dolarrous, Hererical,or any way 
vhlawfull;wherein ſocuer ir differeth fromrtheirs. . 

V 111. Thetemayalfo be found rheir accord on general 
termer withys,in thoſe things, whetein for the particulars 

| Wwe 
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weand they be at oddes, and doe diſagree; as Maſter Pey- 19 his refor- 
aendeperne 5 ogdet gage Rates; 0 pb Pe red Carbs. 


kins giueth inſtance in oneand ewenty particulars :and the 1 
like may be done in many other points. CO 2 a 
XI. Andlaftly,there isto be found at and enery point of 
our Religion particularly, wherein wee differ from them, 
which cither wee affirme, or they deriie; or we denie,and 
chey affirme ; and the fame iultified by the writings of the 
learned amongſt them. For proofe hereof, I referre the Rea- 
der to my Lord of (onentri: and Lichfeild, his Catholike ap- 
peale,and Cathelike eFpologie, firſt andſecondparts; tomy 
Lord of Meeth,his booke de Cbrs. Eccleſ ſucceſ.& ſtat; to - 
Jllyricus, his Catalog. Teſt. Veritatis ; to Joh. a Munſter, his 
Nobilis Diſcurſus ; to Dot. Feild, his fourth booke of the 
Church, who prooueth ſeuen and ewenty particulars of our | 
maine differences. out of their owne Writers, And jf the 
wiitings of their learned men doe not juftific our Religion, 
I would know, why they doe, not ſuffer ſuch writings co 
paſſe wichour purging ? For ifſuch things were nox for vs, 
_and againſt them,chey would nor purour, nor alter, nor {o | 
indeed gprmj©pr Auehors.or inhibit chem to paſſe abroad,as 
they doe: w 


a0 My . 
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ich one a& of theirs ſheweth, char our diffe- 
rences might bee prooucd, euen by their owne Writers, if 
they might decide the controuerſies betwixt vs and them, 
Thus we ſec, how our Religion is to befound among 
them,not onely inthe points wherein we doe agree, bur 
even inall our particular differences, in which wee ſtand 
out againſt the prevalent faRion ofthar Church, which. al- 
waies hath over-borne the truth, which by others ofmorc 
{ound iudgement in char Church, hath been from time to 
time publiſhed and maintained. And therefore this our 
now preſcnt Religion was before Lathers time. 
| V. Argument. 
From the beginning of our Religion here,before 
Auſtin the Monke came to this Hand, 
. FT" Hat Religion which was here in this Hland of Great Bri- © 
A. taine before Auſtin the CHonke came ingo irhat waibe= 4 
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fore Luthers t525e ; for this Monke came in: many hundred 
y yeeres before Luther was borne. 
But this our preſent Religion was here in this 11-xd of Greas: 
Britain: before Auſtin the Monke cameimoit.. | 
Therefore was #1 before Luthers dayes... 


The Minor I.chus prooue. | | 
]. The. Chriſtian Religion-raughr at: Terufalem by the 
Apofiles,and ocher Diſciples of Chiift, was our Religion; as: 
by the firſt argumens. is. prooucd from the Apoliles wrie 
Llings.. 
£62.DJea bs Bur that ſame Chriſtian Religion was hereraughr, and. 
Brik-p. —_— that either by ſome Apofile,as Simeon Zelores; or tome Diſe 
fore Hallie ciple of Chrift, as /oſeph of Arimathea, *as ſome of our fide 
Chron: Have prooued fully, and our adverſaries yeeld vs. Now if 
Aidletonin bis that which was taught at Teruſalem was ours, then muft ir 
Pajiftomoſl'x. needs be ours, which Simen Ziletes, or Teſephof Arimathea: 
F4g-303- did hereteach, ar the firftplanting ofit, being before Aus 


pr mg Pfinrtime : for can any (ay, thartheſe brought from Teruſze: 


wnderBrerelys. lem hither, any other Religion; thenzhe Apoſtles dcliuered 
there?- E T0 


T&WE- | <P | | 
II; That ſame Religion firſt raught, did continue here: 

in ſuccefhon from the Apolilgs dayes, and was held at Au- 
fins comming,as our adverſaries,the Apologiſts doeproue, 
Becrely; his Ap, 3nd doe take this alſo for an yndoubred truth, that che Brie 
"ch ac.1, Faines of Wales received the faith of Chriſt, by preaching of the 
£2. p5g 630 Apobler,and bold that Faith at Auftins comming. Now the- 

| Frith tawght by.che Apoſiles, being the ſame with ours, as. 

the holy Scriptures beare witneſlc againſt all gaineeſayers;. 

j: i; cleare by the Apologiſts profes, ,and-their owne ace 
!::0wledgement ofthe continuance thereof, fromthe very 
beginning, char this-ourpreſent Religion was hereia this. 

Jlsnd © f Great Britaine, before Auſtins comming. 

ITI. Here were-many which ſuffered Mar:yrdome in 

Diocl:ſieur raigne, before Auſtines dayes, but itis prooued 
before in the ſecond* Argument, chart all 'the. Martyrs of 

Chriſtwwere of our Religiove. And thereloceqwas that our 
Religion, 
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Religion, which was here before Auftives time, 
IV. Before Awuffines comming, the Church of Chiit 
"Here, was not ſubie ro the Romiſh Church: for firft, th-y 
kepr not their Eafter after the Romiſh faſhion, bur as the 7 
Eafterne Churches kept ir, whence our Religion cams, 8 
Now if they had been of the Romanifls 1cring, the fierie 
ſpirit of Fio-, who attempred to excommunicate the Exit. fr. F 
erne Churches, wouldhave compelled the Britaines to h244e 4h bY 
kepr their Eaficr, as hee did.. Secondly, they” adminifttcd: +. F 
Baptiſme not after thie ceremonious fiikion of the Roma. w_ 
niſts.. Thirdly,they refuſed ro doe, what Awftin required; ze/2d'ver, 
peicher would: they: acknowledge him their Archbiſhop, 5. 2.c4p.3, | 
though ſent from Rome by the Biſhop there. Fourthly,both | 
the Britaines, Scots,and.Iriſh Biſhops ſoviterly reieRted the 
Romiſh Biſhops,as Biſhop Dxgamxs denied all communion Feel d.,c6.g6 = 
wich them, yea,andrcfuſed to eate bread with them im the email 9 F 
ſameTInne; ſolittle regard had they thew to the autboritie NATE, rid 
either.of the Romiſh.Church,or Romiſh Biſhops, Yea,the 
Centuriſts, 21d other Proteſtants haue obſerued out of Gat-Gal/rides Ma. 
frids:s,that before Anuſtines comming there was here amongFt} numentifis Ceap 
the Britaines the profeſſion of more pure Chriſtianitie then rhax 1946:1-689. 
which Auſtine brought froms Rewve... Its babbled out by our 
aduerfaries,that this Auffin con:1crred this Nland zbur this is 

molt yntrue; for Saints Aid; and: Samr: Fixan, were the 

Lords inftrumentstro gainemany herexo Chriſt. 

Saint Aidayrecoucred, from Paganiſme, the Kingdome 2eds!3b.,. 
of Northumberland, wher:::nto belonged (befides Nor. Hifc-p.3. 6. 
thumberland i: ſelfe,the Lands beyond it;ymo Edenborow 
Frith) theſe Countries, Cumberland, Weſtmerland, Lancs- 
ſhire, Yorkeſhire;2ndehe Biſhopricke of Durham. BIT ; 
Saint Fixer regainedinot onely Eflex and Middleſex, but 75. c.31.23.34, 
alſo the large Kingdome: of Mercia, conuerted firſt vnto arms, Crifile 3 
Chriſtianitie ; which Kingdome did comprehend vnder it ,44.qco {9% 
theſe Countries ; Glofterfhire, Herefordſhire, Worce- cvr.Sybthorps 
Kerſhire, Warwickſhire, Leiceſterſhire , Rutlandſhire, booke, | 
FE. Northamptonſhire ,. Lincolneſhire , Huntingtonſhire, | 
Bedfordſhire ,, Buckingamſhire , Oxfordſhire, Stafford- -# 
E. 3 ſhire, 
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'F ſhire, Darbyſhire, Shropſhire, Nottingamſhire, Cheſhire 
| and halfe Hertfordſhire. "AG | - 5 hs F 


Theſe holy men are they, which, vnder God,are to have 
the prayſc,and not Auſtin, who brought ſome, but few in 
compariſon of theſe,to the profefſion of Chriſt : but with- 
all, beſmered them with Romiſh ſuperſtitions. And ſuch 
others as were already Chriſtians, hee endeuoured to loade 
with humane inuentions, and vynneceſlary ceremonies, and 

See Archb, was(ifnocthe caule) yet the occaſion of the deſtrution of 
Parker his book many,and of the miſerable and mercilefſe laughter of the 
| - —_— godly Monkes arBangor, tothe number of 1 200, for thar 
-64p.1% theſe poore Monkes would nor ſub! icto him, whom they - 
ſaw to be too proud, and notſa humble a man, as aman of 
God oughtto haue been, | _ 

V. That this ourReligion was here before Aufin,it may 
appeare by thatpublike doArine ofthe Church which was 
taught about the time of Crag, (who ſent in hither this 
Auſlis) concerning the blefled Sacraments, altogether a- 

 greeing, with our preſent doftrine, and plainely oppoſite to 
Hee hep. the dotrine of the now Church of (oi For m an 7-4 
Morten his Ca- Iy of the Saxon Torgaue,appointed to beepreached on Eafter 
-tholike Ap. COOL A Ve the "wa is acknowledged 


| , [ t b, 5 . 4s Mt . , 7 
4 - . P 45  , tobe naturallycorruptible bread, and corruptible wine; truly 


pag.1t. 


- 
. . 


Chriſts body and blood, yet not [0 bed fas (pyienaly : and no- 
thing therem to be underſtood bodily, but al{ſþwitnally. If this 
was the publike doCtrine, ſo fully herein agreeing with vs, 
lo coatrary now to the Romith belicfe, intheir tranſubRan- 
tiared bread (for deniall whereof chey have murchered ſo 
many,andnow hold ic ſtill fo maine an article of their Ro- 
mane beliefe,) how cant be otherwiſe ima gined, all things 
alſo before conſidered withall, but char the Religion then, 
was our Religion now,and notthis of the Church of Rome? 
VI. Itcannot beedenicd, Four Religion beethe ſame, 
which-was planted by,che Apoſtles in the Eafterne Chur- 
ches,from which our,Reli gion was brought ther, as js 
aforedeliuered,butthat then thisourReligion was before 
uftines time. Bur that ours is the ſame, the Apolitles wr! 
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tings writteri ro the Churches ſhew. Secondly,an Apoſtle, | 
or ſome Apoftolicall men here tavght it. Thirdly, the wri- | | 
tings ofthe Greek Fathers for 600,yeeres ſpace after Chriſt >; i 
; 
j 
I 
| 


(which is all the ſpace from Chriſt to this Auffzn )giue teſti- 
monie to our Religion in rhe maine points thereof, as is 
prooued before in the third argument, Fourthly, icis eui- 
dent cuen by thoſethings, which yet the Churches at this 
day in thoſe parts doe hold with vs, atfd wherein wee and 
they agree againft the now Romiſh: Religion, For «the 
_ Greekes denie the Popes Supremacie, Purgatorie,and Prayer Jbidem bb. 1. 
for the delinerance of, alt wt of it, the neceſſitie of Auricaulay $4.13-ſet.zs | 
Confeſſion, Meritorions ſatisfation of the inſtice of God, Tran- 0 
 ſubſtantiation,carued Images and Statues. They deny, that ; 
Saints departed, heare our Prayers, They adminiſter the Sx. | i 
craments inboth kinds, and allow (Miniſters marriage. They Ws 


nmxe not water with wine, they fe not wnlcauencd bread. 
They admit not prinate Maſſes, nor the Circumgeſtation,or | 
Adorationof the Sacrament nor the prblike ſernice in ay vn- E | 
knowne tongue. They teach the aſſurance of (alnationin Chriſt, | 
and renonnce the merit of workes. All which are oppoſite to 
| 

| 


: thenow Romiſh Religion, and are the truthsof our Reli- 
gion, taught by the Apoſiles, and holy ancient Fathers, 
rom the beginning, in the Eafterne Churches , where- 
ih they are nor falne from thar, which at firſt they recei- 
Ly they be in ſome other things, which they teach and 
raQiſe, | 
RY [ 1. The Religion which we profeſſe, is the ſame which 
was at Rome, at the time of the three conuerfionsof Eng - 
land,as they callthem ; and cherefore was this our Religion | 
{x Anaſtines comming,and here profeſſed when he came | 
* Ift.. } 
» The ff conterfion was in the Apofiles dayes; but in 
their dayes,was our Religion at Rome, as Sator Pals Epi- 
file writcen tothe Saints there, and orherof his Epiſtles de- 
clare; as alſo the Epiſtles of Sainr Perer (whom they would 
faine haue to haue been' at Rome,) ro which out Religion 
aprecth wholly" and fully, wherein focuer wee now nt b ] 
; rom | 
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{rom che preſent doatrine of the Church of Rome. Lettheie 


3:1! 12 Writings be Tudge,from which our adverſaries have 
e712! 119,26, erred, as iveuidently prooued in all the maine poines of the 
-069./xt4Ji- Chriſtian Faith. And therefore was it our Religion rhen 
tigt!, 1 609, rofciſed at Rome,and nor this new Romiſh Faith. 

The ſecond ( onnerfion they make to beein Elemtheriuy 
drycs, who wrote, as they acknowledge, vato our King 
here,called Lacizs. If here was any converſion —__ 
wastoourReligion, and not to the preſent Romiſh Tren< 
tiſme,as may beclearely gathered out of that Epiſtle of £. 

©-e the Epiſt, Jexthering,and which they doe approue of, as written tothe 
0 the bouke ſame Lucius, Firſt, Elewtherinerhere telleth theKing, ther 
in rN he had received the Law and Faith of Chriſt, Secondly,(as 
Kings,in he hereby ſhewing him where chis Law and Faith was to bee 
Saxonslan- found)hetelleth him again immediately vpon theſe former 
Ruage. words, that he had rec< jued boththe parts of the ſcriptures. 
Alioin Fer, Thirdly;heſocommendeth che Scriptures tothe King and 
_ _ his Councell, thatthence,by Gods grace, they themiclues 
For the 2ucho- Might take a Law to rule the Kingdome. This Biſhop did 
ricie of this mot take ypon himto preſcribe them Lawes, bee alloweth 
Epiftle,l rake chem (being Lay perſons, as they now ſpeake) to meddle 
t,arthey3Þ ich the holy Scriptures, and from thence (and nor fron 


+ 0242p him,nor from his Lawes, nor from the Lawes of the Roe 
Byainltchem- manes) co take a Law co liue by. This Biſhop therefore 


betucs, held che Scripture ſufficient for adireRion and guide to & 
wholeKingdome; he held them not ſoobſcure, bur thee 


theKing and his Councell (by Gods grace) though bue 


young Chriſtians, might learne out of them che wil of God, 
10w hee would have a Chriftian Kingdome gouerned, 
Fourthly, this godly Biſhop calleth Zacizs Gods Vicarin 
| his owne Kingdome, and allezgeth Scripture coproue itg 
he wasnoc then ſwolne vp with the pride of Antichriſtian 
Supremacy,nor conceiced any temporal power ouer kings, 
as now the Popes doe. Laſtly, hepurs wholly the care 
:he people vpon the King, as 8 Father colooketo his chil- 
d:en,co call them co the Faich and Law of Chriſtand cothe 
holy Churchy hereby acknowledging the King —_ the 
ſupreme 


_ will make conſcience to dealc (quarely,plainly and honeſtly 
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ſupreme Head and Gouernour inall caufes, aſwell Eeclefis- 
ſicall,as Ciuill,and to be Gods: Vicar in kisowne Realme; þ 
which ticle that Biſhop ewicenameth in that Epiſtle, Thus | 
we ſee out of this ſhort Epittle, what we may chinke of the 
Religion thenat Rome,and how agreeing to ours now,and 
differing fromtheirs ar rhis preſent. 16252 W402) 
- The third connerſion (tor which they wagnifie fomuch 
this Auſtin,bur very falſely) was in Gregoreerlic Great his 
dayes. In which time,though many corruptions were crept 
into the Church otRome:yerthe maine poincs of our dif 
ferences, wherein we kifertromrhis preſentRoriſh'{uper= 
Ricion, were then taught in that Church, as may appeareour 
of the writings of Gregorte,as he did then teach,concernin 
holy Seriptures,the grace of God,of Freemsll; of the Law,of ine= Sce for all 
ſtification, of Faith, of good Workes, alſo concerning the wot theſe in Car. 
worſhipping of Images, likewiſe of the acknowledping ofthe on h5.6. 
two Sacraments,aliohis indgement of the ( huyeh, T5; head 55": 
of the (burch,of Antichriſt,of an wninerſalb Biſh1p, of ſecular 
power ouer Biſhops,of Marriage, of ſontes departed, and whi- 
ther they went. Gregorie was-no Patrone of the: Rowi/h 
,tor of the corporal and tranſnbſtantiatedbread, nor” g.. for chef. 
of merie,nor of Papal ſupremacy, nor of temporal! inriſdifti-"Rilh..Mortons 
on oner Kings and Emperoxrs,nor of the neceſſitie of (rremo- Catho. Appeal, 
nies alike tn enery Church. -Gregorie held not the Machabees (1642-3 445+ 
canonicall,burt taught: the perfection of ( anonicall criptures 
heexhorted Lay menrothe ftuate of them, and inhistimethe 
Scriptures were allowed, and prayers were (aid in a knowne and 
wlgar tongue : he heldthe Catholike Church to be the ele, 
and thereprobate out of it;and was againſ{ marriages within 
degrees forbidden, Lenit.t8. Re 
Thus we ſee thar atthe»three conuerfions, our Religion 
now,and thatatRomethen,was one andtheſame. Neither 
can our aduerfaries ſhew the contrary from Scripture, from 
the onforme conſent of ancient Fathers,cither Greeke or La- 
tine,or from general Conncels within thoſerimes, nonor 
from the Biſhops of Rome themſetues, for that ſpace; if they 


. 
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" incheirproofes. And that they may ſo doe, 1 would en- 

rreate (9 lay afide,firft, all comnmerfeits Decretal Epiftles, ſuch: 

| Do& Feild of - as thoſe be,which are aſcribed to the Biſhops of Rome in 
the Church, the firſt 500. yeeres,as-0ur learned menhaueprooued both - 

roar b34: by ens you on milan ofthelearned among 

ii ee them. Secondly, thoſerpartly corrupted, and partly alſo 

vc. 3-Þ93 counterkeic Deerertall Epiftles,im the nexe epanicThbd. 

ly, all the conmerfeite and corrups Canons of Conneels, 

Fourth'y,allthe beffard writings put vpon the ancient Fa- 

thers, Fiftbly, the places corrwpred in any oftheir writings, 

If they willcaſt off this great and wicked deceir, in alles- - 

ging theſe for themſelues, the truth of my aſſertion, Thee - 

this or Religion was then at Roms, and not thirtheir proſent 
Romiſhfaith, will manifeſtly ſje toall men not wilfully-. 

blinded, for by and worldly refpefts.. 

Laſtly,the Chriſtian Religion firſt planted in Ireland, was - 
before 4uſtivecomming in hither. For as isafore ſpoken, . 
Scottiſh and Iriſh:Chriftian Biſhops withflood him ar his: - 

comming, Bur chat which was then receiued, andprofeſ< 

ſedby the ancienr Iriſh; was for ſubſtance the very ſame, . 
which is now here in England by publike amthoricie main- 

rained, avis ſubRtantiallyprooued by a godly learned Father 

See his Epiſtle in all-Antiquities of che Church, the Lord Biſbop of Meerh ;. 
before named. eg which I referre-cuery Reader, which defirethto bee (ariC- 

d ouragreemene about Soy, bs 


po 

-And therefore Iconcludefromthis, and all that formerly - 
hath been produced: in- this-fifch-arguruent, that chis our 
preſent Religion was here in this Iland before Auftines 


BIA. 


VI, Argn- 
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| Lovke beyond Lv when. 75 | 
| - VI. CHreument. j 
From God the Author, and continuall prifiiuer | 
 ofourReligion, againſt alloppoſitions. | 


amis, rear re wa before Luthers time : 
which is of God, cannot beeaſctibed roman, 


| nor ſo new,as the late dayes of Lavher, Forthe true Religi- 
on is the moſt ancient, andthis is the good way to be found ler.6.14- 
| in + pms 1 and not innew inuentions,and new by. 
: But onr nr reg nah r 1 _ 
Jr was the Prophers Apoſiles,meſen ers 
of God: the es were ſent by him, 2, LEG 
al 137-13. Jer:25-4 by whos: God ſfpake, Heb, 1.1, 


and wrote, 4s the holy Ghoſt direted 

2: Per.1.21. 2.7#-3-25. The Apoſiles were ſent of 
\ God, Marth.ro.5.Mark,16.16. Gal.t.t,r 2.and ſpake, as 
Godby hisSpiriedinedted them,CAarth;1 0.20.T0þ.14.26. 
Theſe were the publiſhers of our Religion, both inthe 
. commontruthesof our Chriſtianitie,as alſo in the differen- 
ces from our aduerfaries. And for proofe, wee appeale to 
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- the Apoſtlesand Prophets extant - OurReligion 
3s wricren IT yScrip ET the Book of God,as bee 

foreis pro Ic is p a ſuch 
.- ined of God, of alfo for Ie is 


meanes,as beor 
Jawa 1" ads of oncly by the ope=- 


ration ofthe Spirit of -God. ' It bringeth men to the true 
knowledge of God, to beleene onely in God, to worſhi 
onely God, onely to honour God,and to be ruled onely af 
rer the will of God. "Irs onely vpheld and preferued by 
Gods, Rn mans power. This will cafily bee gran- 
ied, PRws what weake meanes,in mans judge 
ment, ir abroad, and' brought it inco eftceme 


hath fpred | 
with ſuch effe it rrul e F 
andere TG. == aleghe / 


. <a? 
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23xing vs aferroursand hercfies, imputed to our doRtrine 


36 Looke beyond Lynn 
ſmall zumber,and meaneneſſe of the perſons for the moſt” 
part, which haue fromthe dayes of Jelus Chiifſt, made pros. - 
ſeſſion thereof ; and withall, the liztle worlecly policy vſed 
fOr h:lpc to ſupport it. But on the other hde,1t the enemies 
thereol be well coiifidered, who haue continued from the 
beginning of the Goſpell, perpetually endeuouring to yn= 
cermineour Refigion;cveryone wilkyeekdit co bethi very 
hand of God,that maineainethit The: multicude of them 
out of the Church arcinfinice,as Jewes,; Gentiles, Saracens, 
Turkes,and a world of other Infidels. The Heretikes which 
haue riſe-yp,andgone out from the true Church,and hage 
laboured to ſhake the very foundation of our Chriſtian 
Faith, very many. The Hypocrizes and profane, - are roo 
many,which profeſſing the ſame-cogether wnbvs, yet arc 
deadly encinies tothe effeFtuall operation thereof, denying 
the power of irandderiding-ſuch asftriuve to Jive irily, 
and would exprefletheluely vertue and forceof it. Whar 
diuifions, whar varictic of ſes andſchiſmes, hauezand doe 

et hinder the:growrth of our Religion?- And laſtly,theſe 
laft Encmics--of it; 'the'Papifts, vnder that Antichriſt of 
Rome; againſt-whom,if God himſelfehad not fought, and 
vpheld ourReligion, they had erc' this, viterly extinguiſh 
ed it, And who will dente this; that: ſeriouſly confidereth 
our fimplicitie,and their deepe-policie; our too much dif. 
trations, their ftrong *combination z our ſmall Airength, 
their great powerz: ourmeaneeſtates, *their abundance of 


veealth- and treaſures ; our more then-ſupinecareleſneſle, 


their continual] watchfulncfle; and daily endeuours, which 
poſſibly Satan can put into their haits;40 root eur our holy 
profefhon?as'by their eruell Inquifition, mercilefſe perſecue 
tion, barbarous Maſſacres;horrible Treaſons;vniuſt Inuaſi- 


ons, bloody Warres, the never to be forgotten Guapowder 


ploc, killmg of Kings, - faxhlefle and treacherous dealings, 


playing fatt and looſe withvs by lying Equiuocations, and. 


mentallReſeruations,in all couenants;promiſes, and oaths z 
beſides their ſhameleſle belying our perſons, foule and falſe 


and... 
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andReligign, Liberciniftrie, Acheiſme, and other abomina- 
_ of diſloyaltie againſt ſuch;as they find beſtaffeGed-to our 


Religion;theirpolitikeframing of cheir reli gion for worldly 


reſpcfts,tocuerymans hamorzto entang}e rhe ſooner mens 
minds;to get the more tothem ; behidesall thoſe hellifh de- 
uices before mentioned in the firktargument, among which 


is the corrupting of. Fathers, and the Writings'ot learned = 


men,both old and new,that ſo we might be altogether de- 


flituce of all humane teſtimonies to wirneſle with vs;or any - 
helpe of man,butcobe left ro ſtand (as indeed wee doe) by - 


the hand of God, the onely Author of our Faith and Religi- 
on,and the oncly bleſſed Preferuer ofthe ſame hitherto, be- 


fore. Lxther was borne; whonow alſo cut in theſe trouble. 


ſome times doth keepe it on foote, againſt all the power and 
policie of our Enemies, prayſed be-his holy Name for ever 
andeuer, eAmen, - © : 

- If our Aduerſaries thinke,that heres all that can be ſaid 
for vs,or that onely-we can thus proouc our Religion, they 
are much decciued : for much more may bee ſaid, and alſs 


otherwiſe,cuen by Hiſtoric,may our Religion and the Pro- 


fefſours be ſhewed atlarge- This, for the preſent, is onely to 
confirme ſuch;as in our Church truly feare God, and make 


conſcienceof their wayes: for ſuch doers of Gods will ſhalb- 


know,whetherthisdoatrinebe of God, ar no, 7oh.7.17. 
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world belecue,to bring forthin every 
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THE AVTHORS 
FARTHER HEELPE TO 
ſtaythohoneſt-hearred Pro- 

reſtant from Apo- 
tacie. 
lifpoſed Reader,thou baſt an anh 


o { tothe Religion 
was Lachey ? I yet further they 
aske thee, Where were the Profeſſors 


| mayeft thence ſhape themrhis anſwer, 
Even where the 


of this our Chriſtian Faith. A harder and amore impoſhble 
caske is it, for cher-to proouc froni Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
who,and where the perſons were, that in euery Age made 


ſide: onthe other,they placethe Virgin Aſarie, lobn Bap- 
&f,Saint /obuthe Apoſtle, with other Apoſtles and Euane 
gcliſts : then they reckon vp Chriſtian Churches, as the Ro- 
mans,Corinthians, Galatians, and che reſt, to-whom Sainc 


Pan 


ll chereof alſo before this time? Thou 
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Paxtand Saint Petey wrote ; and fo they run: on along to 

the end. Now this-is jt, chat thou-ſhouldeſt d of | 

them, and pur them+o prone, whether Chrift and his Apo- whato de 

files raughe, and altthe reftchere mentioned, did learneand wand ofthem, I 

praRiſe,allthar the Church of Rome now doth? If ztheycan 294: preſſe 

ſhew this burin the firſt hundred of yeeres, proſefſe thou ro 0929. 

be ſatisfied, and nor ro require farther after a cominualiſuc- 

cefſion in the Ages following. Prefle this home to them, 

ſtand onely this; this is plaine dealing, to begin with - 

; therk aetnrothey begio. And'if-they will not indeuour +06 

| ſatisfie thee inthis; certainely the Catalogue of thenames 

] of Chrift, of his Apoſites, and-the reſt it the Primitiue 

| Church, are pur onely inthe-forefront to coozen thee, if 

they can. For will-they begin ic with-Chrift;Saine Pegey,and 

the reſt, 2nd yer nor proue themofrheir preſentReligion ? If 

they can, why doetheytitnor? Why doe they ſecke to pur 

kroff? Tf they cannor, why-claime they thoſe, for the au- 

thors and maintainers of this their preſentRomiſh Religi- 

| on? Iſay, their preſent Romiſh ws I thereis 

| a preat- difference berweene the Religion oxcear Rome in 

the Apoſtles dayes,.and the Religion of Romenow; that of 

the ( hmrch then, this of the (vwre and fationthere now. And. 

here I pray thee wall vnderftand this onething,to wit, whar 

they meane by their Religion;as wealſodoe by owr Religion; © 

we neither fide took it only for that wherein we both do a- 

gree, bur chiefcly becaufe ofthe diftin&t differences thereof 

either fromtheother: this obfcruc, that thou mayſtnot be 

deceiued by the Catalogue. And-the better rocleare thy __, 

mudgemenr therein, ler-chem-ſhew theerharTeſus Chriſl, 12 aretl= 

tharalſo his Apoſtles, withchereſt;-in che firſt hundred of ;, Oi. 

yecres,targhtnoronely that, wherein wee and they doe a- logue from 
e(for oy gaine nothing to themſclues, but the Cata- Chrilt,they 

aw) therein ſerues for vs;aſwell as for them) bur alſo that Pult proue | 5M 
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they taught andoblerued all their: now preſent differences ris oo 


from vs:as for example, letthemſhew thacthen was taught, |.auc main. 
and the Churches learned; eained. | 
I. To pifturethe holy Trinitie,to make Images,to yen | 
1» | 


wy 


— 
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ſhipchem, to adore the Virgin ©Warie, 25: our Lady, and 


| the Queene of Heauen': alſo to pray vato other Saines and 


Angels,and to adoretheir Images andReliques. ' - 

' I. To hold the Scripturesro be imperfe&t and obſcure, 
that the Apocryphallbookes were of divine Authoritie,the 
Latin Tranſlation was to bee authencicall, chat Tradicions 
were to be added toperfic the Scriptures,concerning neceſ- 
farie matters of ſalunion; that the' authoricie ofthe holy 
Scriptures doth depend ypon the authoricie of the Church; 
that they arenotto be made ſo free,asto be read and Rudi- 
ed of all without licence, ' | - {arty 

I 11. Tohold ſeuen Sacraments,that Baptiſmeis co bee 
2dminiftred with hallowed Water, with: Chryſme, Salt, 
Spictle,Conjuring,and other devices. 

IV. Tobelecuc, thatthe Prieſt may recciue theSacra- 
mentalone,and yet many other Chriſtians to be there pre- 
ſent looking on : that the Bread withouethe Cup, is to:bee 
giuen to thepeople: that after the words of conſecration, 
the Bread is turned into the very naturall body of Chriſt, 
the accidents of Bread and Wine onely remaining, but noc 
the ſubRance :that it is to be adored andpraycd vnto,, and 
to be carried aboutin: Proceſſion: thaticis co bee adminl- 
fred with ſuch varietie of garments,alcerations of geſtures, 
and change of voyce: that ir is-a propitiatorie ſacrifice. for 
the quicke and the dead. /; | 6 4% 1 $i. of 

V. To make preyer,toadminiſterthe Sacraments, and to 
{ay all diuine Seruice inan vaknowne Tongue : to ſay the 


Creed amongſt Prayers, the Aue IMavieas a prayer,with 


the Pater noſter ypor Beades with Crofles, and that to.a 


.cerraine number,repeating the Axe Aariefortie times, and 


the Pater zoſter foure times,” with a Creed at the end : that 
many thus praying, though they ynderſtand not the words 
which they vrter,yet:hauing a good intent, they doa work = 


| pleaſmg to God. 


VI. Tohold the Church of Rome to-bee. the Mother 
Church, the onely One, Holy, Catholike, and Apoſtolike 
Church: that it could not erre, and.thatallwhich ſhould 
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not bcleeue eucr, as it belecueth, ſhould pot bee held for 
ſound Chriſtians, and ſuch as ſhould not ſubmic co her au- v1 
thoritie,to be held Heretikes. Wo 

VI1. To hold the Pope of Rome to bee Chrifts Vicar, 
and Peters ſucceſſor : that all ſhould depend vpon him, as 
vpon their Head : that heas Pope cannot erre e Catheadra: 
that to him;as of right,belongeth the ſpirituall and tempo- 
rall iuriſdiftion,and ſohath authoritie to make Lawes, to 
bind conſcience, todepoſe Kings, and to diſpoſe of their þ 
Kingdomes : that he and his Clergy are exempt from the | 3B 
authoritie of Secularpower. "4 

V III. To hold ſeucn degrees af Priefthood : that there 
are ſacrifizing Pritſts, -in the time-of the Goſpell ; thar all 
the Clergie are toliuc afingle life, 

IX. To ſct yp high and worldly dignities inthe Church, 
asKingly Cardinals, Prince-likeynpreaching Prelates and 
Paſtors ouer Congregations,not able toteach them : to al- 
low infinite Ocders of Monkes, Friers and Nunnes, 

X, To belccue,thar there is a Limbus Patrum,a Limbs 
Irfantinm,and a placecalled Purgatoric. . 

In their Cataloguethey are to bring Chriſt, his Apoſiles, 
and all chereſt thereinnamed, for teachers and proſzflours 
of cheſethings and the like, elſc are they not to be reputed 
of this their preſent Religion. | 

Vrge them (friendly Reader) vnto the.proofe of theſe | 
particular differences; ill then, keepe thy rightRanding, | 
and be not mooued with a ſhew of names. | 

| 
; 
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In-:the meane ſpace,that thou mayeſt be well aſſured, that Proteſtants arc 
chou atta true member of the Catholike Church of Chrift, of the Catho- 
though noRomane Catholike, haue recourſe ynto thy bap- ms Cm j 
riſme,and che Covenant which God made wich thee, and p.v2nifs. 
thou with himtherein, Aske them(when any of chem go- 
eth about to ſeducethee) whether they thinke, that thou 
haſt received crue baptiime? If they ſay, Yea, (as they can- Lb; 
not anſwere truly otherwiſe, though wee were baptized of "ff 
very coademned Heretikes,as the Trent Councel decreeth) 7n Can.z.de 
then demandof them againe, Vion true baptiſme doth 9p. 

admit 


Patrt.t ANw1.9, 
cap.10.4.8, 


What ſorts 
are out of the 
Church, 


Proteſtants no 
Heretikes, 


42 FT: he bo farther helpe t0 ſtay 


admit the baptized intothetrueChurch of God, orno ? -If 
it doe, know of them, that then being thereby received in- 
to the true Church, why thou and we ſo baptized; ſhould 
not (iill be of it in their account? Will them to ſhew, what 
we teach and beleeve, differing from them, that hath diſa- 
nulled our Couenant with God, and how wee come to bee 
out of che Church ?. 

The Romane Catechiſme (which with them is of great 
authority) tellech.vs,that men are cut of the Church, as /x- 
fidels, which never were init; as Heretikes,Schiſmarikes,and 
Excommunicated perſons,once of it; whereto may beadded, 
ſuch as be eLpoſtares, whollyrenouncing Chriſt. Taking | 
this for granted,that theſe be all,and then that we be none 


of theſe, it mult needs follow,thatweare through Baptiſme 


et in the true Church. 
I bope,our aduerſaries wilt not ſay; that wee be either of 


the firſt, or laſt ſort: let them cleare vs of that, and wee will 
well enough acquir our ſelues of the reſt. 

I. Wearent (though they fo call vs commonly) Here. 
rikes : If they pleaſe;let the Catholike Moderator pleade. for 


In his booke of ys,or letthem beleeut.their owne. moderate-Anſwerer (to 


t2qUiuOCation, 


Part,z. Art9, 


»@Þ. I 0:9 I, 


Proteitanrs -. 
hold no pi. 
ous Opinions 
condemned 
for berelie, 


wh6 my Lord of Coventry & Lichfield maketh reply)who 
ſaith,thart he ſuppoſerh, that no one particular learned Ca- 
tholike in this Kingdome, doth, or will defend this opinion, 
That Proteſtants are Heretikes, and excommunicate. If theſe 
on their ſide will not be ſufhcieot to cleare vs, let vs learne 


from them, what an-hererike is, and ſocleare our {clues 


thereby. An Heretike((aith the Romane Catechiſme) x he, 
which neglefting the Churches anthoritie, doth maintaine in- 
pions opinions.obſtinatety. By.this we cannot be proued to be 
Heretikes,this cannot agreeto vs. . 

' For firſt, ve may.demand,What impious opinions either 
2ffirmariue,or negatiue, doe we hold, which they can juſtly 
rask vs of? Let them inſtance what pleaferh them, and then 

ue the ſame to bee herehie : firſt;by plaine and pregnanc 


places of holy Scripmure,, which may conuincethe conſci. 


| enceofindifferetr men.,Secondly,by generall Councels,or by | 
| any. | 
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any one generall Councel within 600. yeeres after Chriſi(in 

which ſpace were moſt famous & renowned Councels)that 

hath condemned any maine doctrine of our Faith for here- 

fie. Thirdly,by the vnanimous conſent, and generall voyce 

of the Greeks and Latine Fathers, for that ſpace condem- 

ning the ſame for herefie,and for an impious opinion, Let 

- them, if they bee able, ſhew, firſt;5» 0x7 farth,that wee hold 

auy thing, againſt any Article-of our Creed, which is the 

ſumme of our beliete. Secondly; inowr prayers, any thing 

againſt the patterne of all true prayers, commonly called, 

The Lords Prayer. Thirdly, #90xr deeds,which we teach to 

be done,or bid to belefe yndone, any thing againſt any of 

the Commandements in the Decalogue, the rule of our 0- 

bedience. ' Tfthey can thus fairely and cuidemly proceede, 

they ſhould doe well ſoro conuince ys. 
Secondly,if any impious opinions could be found among Proteſtams are 

vs,it muſt be conſidered, whether they be broched by pri- not convicted 

uate perſons,or tenents held of the Church in her publike ®fobKinacie. 

Records: If the former, then are they not the Churches; if 

the Church ſhould hold any ſuch,how can they proue, that 

ſhe maintainerh them obſtinacely? For obftinacie is not to 

bee imputed vnto-vs, till all Jawfull,-good, and ſufficient 

meanes haue been vſcd to convince our judgement, and the 

ſame alſo by ſuch, as haue lJawfull and full auchoricie to 

iudge and determine thereof. Bur hitherto this hath not 

been done,neicher can it be, but by alawfull and free gene- 

rall Councell,which the Conuentiele of Trent was not : till See the Hiſts- 


| {2 2 rie of the 
then we arcnotto be condemned of obflinacie,-and{oas Councellof 


et no Heretikes, Tons 

Thirdly,we neither haue neglected, nor yet doe neglect Proceſtants do 
the true Ca _ Churches authoritie, inro which weare ws negled 8 
receiued by Baptiſme.For we very willingly defireco heare 22 9ritico 
her eng : bat where can ws be, ws in a generall m4 pa 
Councels determination ? therein to heare the Catholike | 
Church ſpeaking to vs from the Scriptures, we greatly long 
for,wereadily ſubmit ynto:Let her thus ſpeak, that we may 
know her Iudgement,and we will OO thereunto, 
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As for the Church of Romes authoritie, we doenot ac- 
knowledge it ouer vs, becauſcit is nor, nor ever was in her 


beſt eftare, the Catholike Church, but onely a particular 


Church,which now alſo is aparty queſtioned .And therfore 


her authoricie for her felfe-againR vs, is no more of vs to be 


regarded,then by them our Churches authority for her (cle 
againſtthem. Seeing then that by their definition, wee are 
not conuinced of herefie, wee are notoutof the Church as 


Heretikes,; , 


Proteftintsare- 11. Not as Schiſmatikes.For albeit we haue now depar- 


no Schiſma- 


tikes, 


Eph.3.26;: 


ted fromthis Romiſh Church, yet are we no Schiſmarikes. 
Firſt, for that we keepe communion with the Catholike 
Church,inro which we by Baptiſme were admitted, which 
is the body of Chriſt; and weetruly members thereof, in 
faich and loue, through the worke of Gods Spirit, being 
built ypon the foundarion ofthe Apoſtles and Prophets, Ie- 
ſus Chiilt himſelfe being the Corner-flone.. 
Secondly , becauſe this Church of Rome hath falne 
from the faich and obedience commended by S.Pax/,to be 
in the Church at Rome in his time, as appeareth in many 


particulars beforenamed, which the Church firſt planted ac 
Rome,neuer taught,neuer belceued, nor praQtiſed:. There. 


fore are weno Schiſmatikes for leauing herin thoſe things, 
wherein ſhe hath lefr the true and. Apoſtolike Church at 
the beginning, | 

Thirdly,for that wee doe not breake off from her ſimply, 
but in ſome reſpe&t, that t3,as farre foorth as ſhe hath forſa- 
ken her former (elte; ſo thar if ſhee would rerurne to the 
Catholike Faith and Religion,and forſakg-her Trents/me, le- 


fſuitiſmse, avd Popery, the inventions of her owne,added to 


that which firſt ſhe did profeſſe, wee want not charitic to= 


-wards her, to vnite our ſclues ynto hcr againe, Forother- 


wile, neither.our true loue to God, . nor true love. to his 


Church,will ſuffer vs coliue with her,ſo defiled as ſhe is, in 


the {pirituall bond of ſacred loue, which knits the true 
members of Chriſt one to another. Heauevly charicy, which 


makech this yaitie, admitteth not of ſuch things into the 
yoitie 
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_ ynitie of faith, as bee raught and praQtiſed in that Church, both 
finfull againſt God;and pernicious to mens ſoules, yea, yttcr de- 
ſtruQion to them, without hearty repentance. | 
Fourthly,wee haue a warrant, yea, a commandement rom Let them an- 
God,to ſeparate our ſcluesfrom her, for that ſheis become the {cr the bocks 
great Whore,and fpiritusll Babylon, Rexc/.18.4, This charge _ +aR5rN 
o! God freeth vs from Schiſme : forthere is no fin, no Schuſme, Whore, Baby- 
in that which God commandeth to be done. l-n,andthe 
Fifchly,we by leauing this Romiſh Church, doe not deuide Pope Anti- 
our ſelues from the true, Catholike ard Apoſtolike Church, bur "—_ _ 
by this ſeparation doe we indeed returne tothe vnitie of it, and re nn 
ro our firſt. blefled eftate. thereiv, when firſt the Goſpell was th 
here planted in this land by Apoſtles, or Apoſtolicall men, 
which came hither, not from Rome, but from Ieruſalem, our 
Mother Church, where the Lord andhis bleſſed Apofiles firſt 
began to teach,and ere a Church, which is the Church were- 
turne vnto in doctrine and worſhip of God : from which Holy, 
Catholike,and Apoſtolike Church, wee weredrawne bythe 
. vſurping and tyrannical power and iuriſdiCtion of the Pope and 
his faQtion,and the generall backfliding of this his Church, So 
es this ynich they call Schiſme,isno Schiſine in vs, bur a forſa- 
king of ſchiſmein them,and is only a returning vnto,and areco-- 
uverie of our ſelues againe to our former vnion with Chriſts true 
Shurch, beginning at Ietuſalem, and planted here many hun- 
dred yeeres, before the Monke Aſtin eucr came into England. 
| Sixthly,They are properly called Schiſmatikes (faith Aquinas) In ſumma part, - 
which of their ewne accord and will, ſeparate themſelnes from the 2.cap.39.de 
vnitie of the Church, Ifthis be true in the judgement of this their 59/7416 
- ©wne lo greatly honoured DoQor, then certainely wee aieno _ 
Schiſmanikes. 
Firft, of our owne accord-and will we make nor a ſeparation, 
but are inforced therto by the power of Gods cammandement, 
to come out of this Babylon; to auoyee her finnes, to eſcape Rruel, 18.45 
thereby her puniſhments, . She her ſclfe hath cauſed deuifion,, == 
and offences,contrary tothe doArine which ſhee once recei- $4. for theſy 
ued,as the Epiſtles of S.Pax/and S. Petry,do in many particulars Catal. Tejt.ve- | 
witneſſe againſt her. The Apoſtle S. Paul therefore wils vs to /p4-27.10 70. . ; 
auoydeher,and ſuch as cauſe deuifion and cffences,contrary to v5 -rrnny nw 
G3. the "RE 
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the Apoſtles doftrine, Row.16.17. It may ſeeme from hence» 
that a fation begun euen then among you. 

Secondly,we Le not ſeparate from che Charch,thatis, from 
the vniverſal Catholike Church, but from « { hxrch,that is, the 
particular Church of Rome : for Thomas doth not ſay, hee isa 
Schiſmatike, which ſeparateth from a Church, but from the 
ynitic ofthe Church,to wit, the Church vyniuerſall,which is bur 
| one. For indeed,no reaſon can be giuen, why any ſhould de- 
uide themſelues from the true Catholike Church: but good rea- 
ſons may be giuven,why a particular Church way be,and ought 
tobee fr aken; as we doe giue, for our ——_— from the 
Church of Rome : for we are commanded to forlake Idolaters, 

1.Cor.s .11 .Heretickes,Tt.3.10. ſuch as bring nor the doQtrine 
of Chriſt, snd doe not abide therein, 2.J10h 10, and her that is 
called Babylon, Rexel.18.4. 

Thirdly,before we can be Schiſmarickes,we muſt forſake the 
ynitie of the Church. Now wherein Rtands this vnitie ? Stan- 
deth it onely in affe&ion ofloue,or alſo inthe faith of the truth? 
For both theſe graces the Apoſtle commendeth the Churches, 
Eph.1.15. 2.Theſ.1.3. and faith is preferred to the firſt place in 
both Scriptures. We haue not forſaken the vnitie of the Faith, 
of which S.Pau{ſpeakes, Eph.gq.1z.For we teach the doQtrine of 
the Apoſiles,and no other in any thing, when wee differ from 
this preſent Church of Rome, which hath loſt her firſt faith, of 
truth in many things, Now can true divine loue be there kepr, 
where faith is loſt ? or can there be charitie to vnite, where do- 
Etrine doth deuide ? Can light and darkenefle, truth and falſe- 
hood cohabite in loue? Truth and loue onely dwell together ? 
and for truths ſake, loue ſeparateth from falſhood, wheicſocuer 
ſhe finds it. And therefore except they can proue, that we haue 
loſt the vnitie of faith, wee haue not: forſaken) the vnitie of the 
Church in loue,as the former reaſons ſhew. 

To conclude, were the Prieſts and Leuites Schiſmarikes, 


2.Ch,11.13,14 which left thepeople of Iſrael, once the people of God in Da- 


ids and Salomons dayes,and many hundred yeeres before, when 
Idolatrie,vnder pretenceto worſhip no falſe, buethe true God, 
was ſetvp,and they not ſuffered then to dotheir office yntothe 


Lord,as their office required? If they werenot, nomore are we. 
| For 
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For why doe we forſake the Romiſh Church? Is itnot, becauſe 
ſhe hath ſec vp a new manner of ſervice vnto God,new kinds of 
Pricſts,new Holy-dayes,new Sacraments,new Orders,and will ' 
notpermitthe Lords Seruants and Miniſters todo their Offices 
ynto the Lord,as he hath by his written Word preſcribed ? 
Therefore ſeeing we are not guiltie of Schiline, we are not as 
Schiſmatikes our of the Church, into which by Biptiſme wee 


are recciued, 
III. Not as excommunicateperſons. Por if we be neither He- Proteſtants | 


retikes nor Schiſmarikes,-vypon what other ground will they Nor excommuy- 
iudge vsto bee proceeded againſt ? There are other cauſes, for *'cte perions, 
which men are excommunicate : but in this queſtion our aduer- 
farics cannot pleade any fuch. Againe,Taske, if wee be &xcom< 
municate,who hath pronounced the ſentence? Ts.it the Romiſh 
Church ? By what authoricie ? Their Church isnotthe Catho- 
like Church, but onely a particular,as ours is, andir is by vs quc- 
tioned,and therefore in reaſon it cannot bee botha Partie ac- 
cuſed,and alſo a Iudge againſt vs in her owne cauſe. Thirdly, 
wee doe appeale from herynrighteons Iudgement, to alawfull 
| everall Councell, where,vpon earth our cauſe is onely to bee 
heard anddecided lawfully. Till which time, we (for any cen- 
ſure ofthis Church of Rome) doe remaine inthe true Church, 
into which by Baptiſme wee are admitted, out of which,as yer, 
wearenot lawfully judged to be,by any lawful and ſupreme au- 
thoritic,as cither-Heretikes,Schiſmarikes, or asexcommunicate 

er{ons.. Bs 

Therefore (Chriſtian-harted Reader) thou that artamember | | 
of the Church of England, though thou beelt no Romaniſt, al- Þ 
ſure thy-foule, that thou art of that Church, which is vndoub- 
tedly a member of the True, Ancient, Catholike,znd Apoſto-. 
like Church,in which abiding,thou maift,throvgh the merits of 
thy blefſed Sanjour, obraine cternall life, ifthou ſobeleeuing 
doeſt demeanethy ſelfe, as it becommech a good Chriltian,and: 
a Proteſtant in carneſt... | 

And for thine owne mere certaine aſſurance and ſtable abi- "_ - won. 
ding, let me adviſe thee to a few things : Have acareto keepe þ_, ih wall _ 
thy Couenantin thy Bapriſme, that thou mayſt bee better per= cgmmue in 


ſwaded,that God keepes his with thee, and lo to be one of his the rruth, 


in 
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in chetrue Church. Labour to feare God,for it ische beginning 
of wiſdome, and the ſecrets ofthe Lord are with ſuch as feare 
him,and he will ſhew them his couenant, P/al. 25.1.4. Hauecuer 
| __ aloveoftherruth,and God will not Hp thee ouerto beleeue 
2.Thef.2.10, lyes: for this is a judgement befalling (luch as love nor the truth, 
1113. belecucir nor, buttake pleaſure in vnrighteouſncefle, Be a doer 
Ioh.7. 17+ ofthe Word,and thou ſhalt know the doArine, whether it bee 
| of God,orno. Beware of affcQed ignorance,and carelefleneg. 
_.__ -IeRof knowledge, butyſethe meanes appointed toattaine vn- 
Tam.t,9, CKoit, Exerciſe thy ſelfe much inprayer, beg of God wiſdome, 
Luke 1t.13- and hee will giue it thee ; his Spirit, and he will youchſafc ic 
thee; pray againſt ſeditjion,and God will keepe thee ; frequent 
the company of ſuch as haue knowledge, the feare of God be- 
fore them,the loue of the truch in them, and make conſcience of 
their wayes, Aske advice of faithfull Teachers, liſten not to 
falſe Teachers,feareto be ſeduced. 
By what helpes And further,that thou mayft both defend the truth, and alſo 
eo oppole the be able according to thy meaſure receiued, torefiſt the aduer« 
aducriaries, faries; 


wh eng *rP- 1. Learne carefully the truthes of God, neceſlarie to faluati- 
Augl.».de onſet downe in holy Scripeures.Such truths are very manifeſtly 
doA. Cbr.cep.6, and plainely deluered, cither in expreſſerermes, or by an vn- 
Chrjſoft.3.50m. doubted conſequent drawne from thence : and all ſuch necefſs- 
rie points asconcerne all, are written in the Scriptures, as thcir 
Det; non {cripto, Bellarmine confeſſeth. | | | 
With theſe Scriptures acquaint thy ſelfe, and being an ordi- 
naric Chriſtian, doe not trouble thy lelfe about obſcure places : 
for plaine and eahie places will bee ſufficient to confirme thy 
faith in any thing neceſſarie for chee, to belecue and praQize in 
| the way of faluation, | 
The partszof 11. Be well grounded in the Catechiſme, the parts whereof 


Prout. 


the Care- are the (reed, the Lords Prayer,the Decalogne, and the dottrine 
chiſme. of the Sacraments : tor theſe arc the compendinm,or ſhort ſumme 


of all Chriſtianitie, Theſe well ynderſtood, will furniſh thee 
With reaſons to withſtand ſeducers, Theie is nor any thing of 
which they ſhall ſpeake,but the ſame may be brought to ſome 
 headin Catechiſme,as eicher concerning Faith, and ſo referred 
tothe Creed,or concerning Pcayer,and fo referred ro the Lords 
Prayer, 
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Prayer, or concerning obedience, and fo referred to theDeca- 
logue,or ten Commandements,or clic touching theSacraments, 
the Seales of our Faith. 


I1I. Adde co theſe, certaine conſiderations, by whichthou Nine conGde. 


mayeſt defend the truth, and overthrow falſhood, as the come rations, 
mon law of Nature, common reaſon, right vie of fenſes,com- 

mon experience,common equitie, commoncharitie, common 
honeſtie, the wicnefle of knowne Martyrs; wherero adde the 
corruption of our nature, allowing or difl:;king of any thing, 

By the plaine evidence of Scripture, by the Catechiſme,and by 

theſe conſiderations, mayſt thou tric all things, which benece(- 

Grie for thee to ſtand ypon. 

If a ſeducer cometo thee, and that he willneeds deale with Obſerne twa 
thee,obſerue two things; firſt,not to regard what heſaith; if ir *Þings inthe 
benot abour neceſſarie points, Secondly,ſee that his confirma« 492Eranice 
tion,or confutation, bee onely by either ſome, orall cheſe three hee, * 
aforenamed; to wir, plaine Scriptures, the parts of the Cate- _ 
chiſme, and thoſe conſiderations, from whence if hee cannot 
proue his aſſertions, beleeve himnot. It he begin to tell thee of Threethings 
Conncels,ancient Fathers, and the (hurches cuſtomein all Ages ; beyondordi> | 
anſwere him, firft,that the three former are knowne tothee, che Pane wete tt 
Bible common at hand, the Catechiſme in thy remembrance; _ wuſt cake 
and the conſideration of ſuch as are withour difficultie:: but as heed,they be 
for theſe three laſt, great reading, and learning, and knowledge nordecci- 
in Hiſtorie, are required to vnderftand them well, and to cite 2©9PYs 
themetruly. They are for the beſt learned of the world, and nor 


for any of the common ſort ; ordinarie men cannot iudge aright 


by them,neither will any ſuch preſume, to thinke ſuch abilicie 


ro be in themfrhey would rake notice of diuers things concer- 
ning Councels, Fathers,and the Churches cuftome, 

I. Touching Councels, they muft know, that they arcnot Ocdinariemen 
ovly ſubie&troerrour,but alſo have erred : that they haue con. cannoriudge 
tradicted one another:chat ſome of them haue been carried by a ob 6 9O 
frong faction : that ancient Fathers would notreft cuervpon *"* VT 
the ſole authoritie of Councels: that Papifts themſclues,though 
theypretcnd chem, yet doenot wholly reſigne their judgement 
ynto them: that there are ſome counterfeite and forged Coun- 
cels, and counterfeite Canons added to true Councels, Can an 


ordinarie man then iudge of theſe things? Andit hecannor, ler 
H him 


Notof the al. 
legation of 
Fathers,and 
why ? 


Not ofthe 
allegation of 
the Churches - 
cultome,and 
why ? . 
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him not be deceiued by pretence ofthern, 

11; Touching theancicar Fathers; rhisthey muſt know, thae 
they are found to be of differing opinions, and had contentions 
among themſeloes : that they held not their owne judgements 
infallible, nor ſubmitted 'ro one another otherwiſe then men 
godly and learned doenow, bur onely as by good reaſon and 
authoririe they were ouercome: that they have erred; and this is 
acknowledged by moft learned men on both fides: that ourad. 


' uerſaries of the greateſtnote,do often ſhake off thetrauthoritie, 


when they are agzinft them : that ofthe Fathers writings,ſome 
aredoubred of, ſome are corrupted, and many counterfcites are 
put out vnder their names: that the judgement of all the Fa. 
chers cannot be had for all our controuerhes., Theſe things be. 
ing ſo,how idle isit then for ordinariemen co be taiking of Fa- 
thers,of the opinion of all the Fathers,or for any ſuch men tobe 
carried awsy-with ſuch a ſound, which is norpoſſible for them 
to ynderſtand, ſeeing our adverſaries alleege them for their 


 felues,and we more truly for our ſelues?- 


I1I. Concerning the Churches cuftome and path in eueric 
age, let them conſider, that thisis very vncerraine, Hiſtorians 
have not alwaies in eucry relation bin found faithfull : thareue- 
ric Age hath not had in it ſuch as have truly written of the 
Chutch: *hat a man may ſpend his whole life, in ſecking our. 
the whole Churches courſe, and yet nor be ablerofind jc oue, I 
ſuppoſe, [ erre not, if I ſay,that allmen aan pen doit 
exaQly in every Age. And therefore its bur W; ling flouriſh 
of our adverſaries, to boaft of rhe whole (hmrch in every eApe, 
atd yet withall,ſo boaſting fraudulently ro meane their owne 
particular Romane Church. . G 

By alleaging then theſe arguments,to wit, Councels, Fathers, 
and the generall'cuſtome of the whole Church, the: conſcience. 
of at ordinarie Chriſtian cannot bee throughly farisfied, his 
knowledge cannot herein bee certaine to convince his judges 
ment, theſe are beyond his reach and capacitie. Be aduiſed there. . 
fore notto bedrawne with theſe reaſons, which are to thee fo 
yncertaine, bur teft yppn the other which be plaine and cake, 
within thy capacitie, and cerraine vfito thee of which thou 
wayſt,chrough Gods helpe, maintaine. that whichthou wow 
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ſeſt, and confute the aduerſaries votrucths, or atleaſt, gather 
thence ſuch ſtrength, as they (hall nor eafily draw thee ro be- 
lecuethem: as for inflance,in ſome particulars I wilſhew thee. 
They ſay,that the Pope « the head of the ("atholike (hmreh. againſt the 
Thereisno plaine Scripture forrhis. We fad Ieſus Chriſt tobe Popes head» 
called the Head of che Church, but no-other. Its no Article of fp. 
our Creed; therefore thou art not bound to belecuc it, ButT 
addethis,that what we beleeuc,is inuifible, Heb.1 1.1. and not 
ſcene, 2-Cor.5.7. If therefore the Pope be the Head, there muſt 
be & viſible head,of an inuibble body.) Againe, the head imme- 
diately giues life,motion,and direQtion to its true body, which 
the Pope cannot doe to Chriſts Church, Irs allo ynteaſonable 
co Fe Gaps heads to bee for one body; whether one beſides 
another,or one ynder another,it is a monſtroufty.Common ex> 
perienceteſiifieth againſt the Popes inabilicic ro performe the 
& erue office ofthe true Head ro Gods Church. ; | 
They ſay that he canneterre, Let it be taken inthe beſt ſenſe Againſt his yn- 
they can conceiue ir, there is no plaine Scripture which giuerh ©*'9s ſpirit, 
chis,to any one particular perſon, Ics no Article of our Creed 
co belecue ir,experience hath found him to haue erred foully, = £5 
They ſay,that after the words of conſecration, the bread is turned Againſt cran- 2 
into the very body of Chriſt, and the wine into his blond, ſo as Teſs '*bRantiation. > 
Chriſt i there corporally,as he was borne of the Virgin Marie under 
the accidents of bread and wine. In holy Scripture there is no ſuch 
thing taught,there is a ſacramentall phraſe, 7his z5 my Body; and 
the like vied in the Sacraments of the old Teſtament, 7hes is 
Conenant,Gen.17.10.This ts the Lords Paſſeoner, Exo.12.11.7 
Rocke was Chrift,1.Cor.10.4. but yet no turning one ſubſtance 
into another. The Creed teacheth ys to believe him tobe in hea» 
« ven,and chence to expeRt his comming, when hee ſhall appeare 
to iudgethe quickeand the dead. This tranſubftantion there» 
fore is no part of our Fazth, Its againſt reaſon, fora true body, 
and continued quantitic, xo be in two places, yea,in a thouſand 
mourhes at once. The Angels reaſon vnto Harie, HMar.28.6, 
confucerh this groffe opinion ; for he ſaid roher,whenſhe with 
the other Aarie came toſceke Chrift ; He #5 not here, for hee is 
Fiſen : that is, He is not in this place, becauſe he is elic-where 
in another. 1t Chrift could haue been in two places at once, the 
H 2 Angels 
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Angels argument had been of no force; remember that this is 
an Angell-reaſon, which know wee howto reaſon truly, This 
opinion is againſt our ſences, weſee not, feele not,nor taſte nor 
fleſh and blood. Now God neuer deluded mans ſcnces, when- 
Exod.4.3« ſoeuer he rorned onetabfiance itro another t Hoſes taffe was 
& 7.1 % 0,21, made a Serpent,ouſt Wis Lice,the water blood,and water wss 
"inte _” wine,and all theſe ſenſible. No Scripture,nor any other appro- 
TED  ued teſtimony can be produced, to ſhew vndoubredly the-con- 
trarie, Yea, this is certaine, that the true body of Chriſt is dif. 
cernable by ſenſe to be a true bodice whereſoeuer it is; therefore 
Luke 24 59, when the Diſciples doubted ar his ſudden appearing, he ſaid, 7: 
is I myſelfe,-.And to proue this, he willeth them to vſe their ſen= 
ſes, ſaying, Handle me,andſce; that ſo they might diſcerne his 
truc body,fleſh and bones: and ſo might it be in the Sacrament, 
if indeed and truth he were there corporally; 'Tchath been wit- 
neſſed againſt by the blood oftnany Martyrs : but where be {o* 
manyin defence of our aduerfarics grofle opinion? Which of 
them have cuer hitherto, or dare to ſuffer for this their opinion, 
The evill of ag ours have dane againſtir? This opinion of our wink oc is 
the doQrine Of 1 he derefled for, IO faiſhood thereof; ſecondly, for the 
ws: GI ' groſlſe idolatry committed through it, euen apiece of bread a- 
me dored for Almightie Ieſus Chriſt himſe]fe.Thirdly,for the bloo- 
die crucltie, which for the vpholdcing of it, hath been done with 
furious rage vpon the. bodics of Gods Saints, becauſe they 
would notbelcevethisfalſe dottrine, nor commit this abomi=- 
nable idolatrie, Fourthly,all ſuch as thus beleeue, finne not on- 
ly in the at damnably (for Idolaters periſh euer]aſtingly, Rexel. 
21-8.) but alſo irrepentantly, becauſe they beperſwaded,thatin 
Jo belceving and worſhipping,they doenot. onely nor fin, bur 
doe amoſt cxcellent worke, and meritorious ſeruice to God; 
Againſt Pur- They teach,that there #s a Purgatorie,a place of torment.1n holy 
EUCTiE, Scriptures we f13d plaincly, Heauen, Earth, Hell,& Sea; burno 
plaine name of Purgatorie,nor Lembus Patram, nor Limbus In. 
fantirems, Jn the Decalogue we find Heaven, Earth,and Waters 
vnder the Earth; and inthe Lords Prayer, Heauen and Earth; in 
the Creed, Heauen, Earth and Hcll; butnone of the other Cevj- 
{ed and faigned places. This Purgatory for fatisfaCtion is again 
'£orumen equity : fox they ſay, the ſinneis pardpned by Chrift: 
| | and 


”, 


the honeſt-hearted Proteſtant from Apoſtacie. $3 
and can then in equity the partie be puniſhed? A Creditor for- "| 
| gives freelyto a man all his debt: can he then with equitie after ws 
lay him in Gaoleto make any ſatisfaCtion for the'ſame? 
: They ſay, that Images may be [et vp tobe adored, ) The Scrip. Agtinſt Ima. 
tures are plaine againſt them, Dext.4.15,19: £/4y 40 15, AQ, ane their 
17 20. Row.1.23, The ſecond Commandement,inthe Deca-. WI a, 
logue,forbids them, which our aduerſaries hid from the people 
in their yulgar Catechiſmes. Our corrupt nature isapttothele 
things,andthereforethe lefle to be likedof. : | 
T hey teach to pray vnto- the Virgin Marie, to Saints and Angels. Againſt pray- 
The Scriptures afford no preceptforthis, nor any: evident ex. 12S © Saints, 
ample : prayers there aretavght co be made vntoGod : Angels 
are not to be worſhipped, Co/.2.18, Rexel.19.10. & 22.9, The _ 
Lords Prayer,theperte& rule of prayer, teacheth ys topray to Marth,c. | 
God our Facher in Heauen, whenſocuer we pray: now can wee «x 
A ſay to the Virgin ©MHarze,to Saint, or Angell, Our Father whith 1 "ip 
art in Heauen ? Can we pray to any of them, and ſay, Thy Name - 
be hallowed, thy Kingdome come, thy will be done in Earth, as 
| itis in-Heauen? Can we pray any: oneof them, to giuevs daily = 
| bread,ro forgiue vs ourfinnes, todeliver ys from euill? Can we 
| aſcribetoany one of them, and ſay,Thine is Kingdome, power 
and glory for euer? Yet this. prayer warrants vs, that to whom 
in Heauen we may pray,to him may we ſay all this: but ifnorto 
the Virgin TMarz,nor tor 8aint,nor Angell, then may wee nor 
pray toithem by any warrant of.thisprayer, Our Creed reach= 
eth vs to belecue in none, but God the Father, Sonne, and holy 
Ghoſt, Nowthe Scripture plainely telleth vs,that weecannot 
pray to any, but-in whom-we beleeue, Rom. 10.14.:Therefore 
then nottothe Virgin Marie, nor to Sajnnor Angell, becauſe 
n wearenotto beleeveinthem, 25 | 
They tell thee;:that thou muſt -beleene the! Romans Cathaltke againſt the © 


(burch,audto bealſo a member thereof elſe thox canſt not be aned, Romaniſts, 


The Scripturestell vs-plainely, thatGed added tothe Church ©2ndemning 
allchat are not 


ſuch as ſhould beſaued, A&s'2.47. butnota word there of the (7 
— Romane Church: 'InourCreed, weare tavght tobelecye-the cich, 4 
Catholike Church;and that we be members -of ir, brit ro bee of 
any Romane Catholike Church, isno Article ot our. Creed, Be- 


ſides the ſpeech is abſurd, and iris againſt realon,to call a parci- 
H 2 cular | 
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_ inall Ages. 


54 — The autherifartherhelpe tofluy 
cular Church che generali, or the generall aparticular, as the 
Church of Rome inthe beſt eftate of ir never was other. And 
can the obic of faictrbethe obiett of ſight,as it is the obie of 
faich ? Now we' beleeue the Catholike Church, burthe Papiſts 
cell vs, chatcheir Church is cucr vihble eo the eye. Thisalſo 
which they ſay,is againſt common charitie : for muſt all our of 
the Church of Rome, be without hope of faluation ? Inthe plan- 
ting of the Goſpell,there was a Church at Teruſalem, before any 
_ arRome,and many Churches planted by Saint Paw/, which ne- 
ver had dependance ypon the Church of Romezmany Churches 
in the Eaſt,and other parts of the World, which are not within 
the Romane iuriſdicticn, nor doe acknowledgeit; muſt needs 
| all cheſe be wirhour ſaluaction, becauſe the Romane Pope is nor 
domineering ouerthem f Now God forbid, | 
Againſt their They wil{rell thee thar thou maſt be able to ſhew thy (burch, and 
vrging a3ne- ghe profeſſors therof ineuery age,elſe thow art not of the true Charch. 
— _ Buc the holy Scripturesneuer bound any to fuch a caske,neicher 
our profeſſors CHrIft,nor his Apoſtles in all the new Teſtament cuer charged 
any Chriſtian Church, much lefle any beleeuer with this. Ic is 
an Article of thy Faith, to beleeue that there is a Church of God, 
here and there diſperſed abroad in the world. This is a man 
bound to belecne, bur not that every one, or any other for him, 
ſhould be able tomakea Caralogue of alt that went before in 
the fame profeſſion in every —_—_— ignorant of this,may yer 
= of the true Church,neither (hal the ignorance thereof damne 
| im. 
Againſt their They will tell thee,that there are ſome fines inn Nature veniall in 
error of yeniall ;hem/e[urs net deſerning eternall death. The Scripture teacheth 
linnes. otherwiſe , Rovs.6.23. The wagesof finne is death, noexcepti- 
on of any at all. Yea,the conſent of finne is worthy of death, 
 Row.1.23. Inthe Lords Prayer, when we craue pardon of our 
rreſpaſſes without exception, wee thereby acknowledge, that 
eu*ry kind of treſpaſte offenderh God,ftanderh need of forgiue- 
neſſe,and cherefore what clſc would follow,if he did not forgiue 
it,bur dearh? This falfe diflinRion giueth libertie co our cor- 
ruot nature to finne, as expericnce tels euery of vs, exen in our 
aduerſaries, wallowing licenciouſly in their fuppoſ:d veniall 


- finnes, Ir caay feeme ynreaſonable, if there be finnes veniall in 
their 


the haneft-hearted Proteſtant from 4poſftacie, Fo 
their owne mare, that fach a horrible-ſcorching fire, as they 
makethat in Purgatovie to bee,fhouli} beeprepared to plague 
ſoules for the fame, The greatetttormenes in tbe-world, asthey 
fay,arenot comparable rothe torments:there: How can it then 
be poſſibly imagined, tharveniall finnes, which, as they ſay, doe. 
not breake friendſhip with God,ſhould be ſo terribly puniſhed, 
by way of ſatisfaRtion, and yet God remainetohim, whois ſo | 
puniſhed, a ſure friend? - AE 
They teach that a way hath power to doe Gods will, and to anoide Againſt mans ' 
enill,and not be onercome thereof if he will. The Scriptures tell ys, power to doe. 
' thatitis God that workes the will and the deed, Phil,2.13, and WY 
maketh all our ſufficiencie to be ofhim, 2.Cor.3.5, Inthe Lords 
Prayer, wee aretaught to beg of God-abilitie ro doe his will, 
and his gracezto deliver vs from euill : ynder will,is comprehen- 
ded all good, and vnder cuill, is contained whatſocuer is finfull, 
Y ſoas its notin vs to doe good, nor to auoyde euill, but both is 
Gods worke in vs. Eucry man feeleth this inabilitie in himſelfe 
by experience; yea,theſe alſo which doe maintainethis power 
in man,if they would confeſſe it, And why are they nor all moſt 
holy, if __ have this power? Their damnationis more juft, 
when they finne inany meaſure, then ſuch as want this power, 
though they fall by infirmitieinzegreater finnes. 
They teach, that a may win ſulfil thewhole Law, and ſo merit. againſttheis 
The Scripture reachath otherwiſe, Locke 17. 10, Eccleſ.7.20. error of mans 
Pron.20.9. P/al.130.3. Tob 9:20. 1.T0h.1.8. Iam.,z.2, In the 3biltieto 
Lords Prayer, we aske all of vs forgiuenefſe. In the Creed wee ou > 
are taught, not to dreame here of perfeCtion,or of merit; but to © } 
belecue theforgiueneff* of fnnes: And in reading the Law tru- - "; 
ly vaderſtood,it doth cauſe a mans conſcience, cuen in the beft, | 
$0 acknowledge himſelte guiltie. | | 
& I might here goe thorow many other points which they: | 
teach,to which from cither plaine Scriptures, or from the Cate- 
chiſme, or from theſe conſiderations, thou maiſt make anſwere- 
in thine owne defence, . Burt yer for all this (though thou alſo 
haſt gotten helpe co ſtand for thy ſelfe) beware of Seducers,run-: 
not eaſily into diſputes with them, butrather put themouer to 
learned men to be anſwered. Iris nor good for Exe for to fall 


inco conference with. the ſubtill Serpenc, Be bold ypon theſe 
orounds 
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